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Liaison letter

To: 3GPP SA4
Kari Järvinen, Chair 3GPP SA4, kari.ju.jarvinen@nokia.com
3GPP Liaison inputs, 3GPPLiaison@etsi.org
cc. Paolino Usai, Secretary 3GPP SA4, paolo.usai@etsi.org
cc. Stephen Hayes, Chair 3GPP TSG SA, stephen.hayes@ericsson.com
cc. Maurice Pope, Secretary 3GPP TSG SA, maurice.pope@etsi.org
Open IPTV Forum contacts: 

Paul Szucs, Solution Working Group chair, paul.szucs@eu.sony.com
Nilo Mitra, Architecture Working Group chair, nilo.mitra@ericsson.com
Juergen Heiles, Liaison Officer, liaisons@oipf.tv
Dear Kari, 
following on from our letters of 24 November and 15 December on the subject of adaptive streaming over HTTP, this letter provides the latest status of relevant work in the OIPF.
All questions that we have raised remain valid, apart from the issue of manifest format. In the mean time we have opted to specify the manifest based on XML.

We have also recognised that it may be acceptable and understandable that 3GPP and OIPF might define a different manifest structure and contents, due to the different requirements, for example that our manifest shall be flexible regarding the systems layer format of the content asset (MP4 file, MPEG-2 TS, or potentially one or more other formats in the future).

However, as regards the MP4 file format-based adaptive format, we believe that it is crucial that OIPF and 3GPP should align. If alignment is not possible on a single MP4-based format then at least one commonly endorsed format between 3GPP and OIPF should be specified.

Further, we have tentatively agreed on a few working assumptions in OIPF. We intend to use fragmented files whereby each segment is addressable using a unique URL, i.e. no Range-headers are used in HTTP requests. All tracks providing adaptive capability (usually video tracks) shall follow the same segmentation timeline, with the exception of common audio/subtitle tracks, which may have different segmentation timelines.

In OIPF we intend to finalise the adaptive streaming format specification by mid-March. We will provide at least a stable draft specification of the format, if available by then. If SA4 will have any stable conclusions or even draft specification by the end of February then we could consider it for our Release 2 Solution specification as well.

We look forward to your response and hope that you are able to consider this new input at your meeting this week, for which we wish you success.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Szucs

Nilo Mitra

Jürgen Heiles
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