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Start of the 1st Change 
8.3
MBMS Session Start Procedure
8.3.0
General

The BM-SC initiates the MBMS Session Start procedure when it is ready to send data. This is a request to activate all necessary bearer resources in the network for the transfer of MBMS data and to notify interested UEs of the imminent start of the transmission.

Through this procedure, MBMS session attributes such as QoS, MBMS service Area, estimated session duration, are provided to the registered GGSN(s) and SGSN(s), to all BSCs/RNCs that are connected to a listed SGSN and to the registered MBMS GW(s) and MME(s). In addition the procedure allocates the bearer plane to all registered GGSNs, all registered SGSNs and all registered MBMS GWs, to BSCs/RNCs and E-UTRAN that respond to the session start request message. If IP multicast distribution of MBMS user plane data to E-UTRAN/UTRAN is supported, the MBMS-GW allocates a IP Multicast address which together with the IP address of the multicast source (i.e. MBMS GW) and the C-TEID are provided to the eNodeB via MME and to the RNC via SGSN in this procedure.
After sending the Session Start Request message the BM-SC waits for a configurable delay (time to MBMS data transfer) before sending MBMS data. This delay should be long enough to avoid buffering of MBMS data in entities other than the BM-SC, i.e. the delay should allow the network to perform all procedures required to enable MBMS data transfer before the BM-SC sends MBMS data. For example notification of UEs and radio bearer establishment should be performed before MBMS data arrive in the RAN. The delay may be in the region of multiple seconds or tens of seconds. It may be useful for the BM-SC to be able to configure different delays for MBMS bearer services on 2G, 3G and E-UTRAN, respectively.

End of the 1st Change 
Start of the 2nd Change 
8.3.1
MBMS Session Start Procedure for GERAN and UTRAN for GPRS



For multicast MBMS bearer services the registration of SGSNs and GGSNs is initiated by MBMS multicast Service Activation procedures, Inter SGSN Routeing Area Update procedures, Inter SGSN Serving RNS Relocation procedure and performed by MBMS Registration procedures. The GGSN keeps track of the registered SGSNs in the list of downstream nodes.

For broadcast MBMS bearer services the list of downstream nodes of BM-SC and GGSN are achieved in the following ways:

-
The list of downstream nodes for GGSN will be sent from the BM-SC to the GGSN in the Session Start Request.

Normally, the GGSN contained in the "list of downstream nodes" for BM-SC is the default GGSN (or two for resilience).

The overall Session Start procedure is presented in the following figure:
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Figure 8a: Session Start procedure for GERAN and UTRAN for GPRS
1.
The BM-SC Session and Transmission function sends a Session Start Request message to indicate the impending start of the transmission and to provide the session attributes (TMGI, Flow Identifier (Broadcast only), QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration, broadcast/multicast, list of downstream nodes for GGSN (Broadcast only), time to MBMS data transfer, ...) and the 2G/3G indicator. The message is sent to the BM-SC Proxy and Transport function, which then forwards it to the GGSNs listed in the "list of downstream nodes" parameter of the corresponding MBMS Bearer Context. The BM-SC Proxy and Transport function sets the state attribute of its MBMS Bearer Context to 'Active'. For a broadcast MBMS bearer service the GGSN creates an MBMS bearer context. In broadcast mode, the BM‑SC may start multiple sessions for the same MBMS bearer service (identified by the TMGI) but with different content. If so, a Flow Identifier is included in the Session Start Request to identify the different sub-sessions and the associated MBMS Service Areas shall not overlap. The GGSN stores the session attributes and the list of downstream nodes in the MBMS Bearer Context, sets the state attribute of its MBMS Bearer Context to 'Active' and sends a Session Start Response message to the BM-SC. Proxy and Transport function which forwards it to the BM-SC Session and Transmission function. The BM-SC Proxy and Transport function copies Session Start Requests to the BM-SC Membership function for charging purposes.

2.
The GGSN sends an MBMS Session Start Request message containing the session attributes (TMGI, Flow Identifier (Broadcast only), QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration, broadcast/multicast, time to MBMS data transfer, …) and the 2G/3G indicator to the SGSNs listed in the "list of downstream nodes" parameter of the corresponding MBMS Bearer Context. For a broadcast MBMS bearer service the SGSN creates an MBMS bearer context. The SGSN stores the session attributes and the 2G/3G indicator in the MBMS Bearer Context, sets the state attribute of its MBMS Bearer Context to 'Active' and responds with an MBMS Session Start Response message providing the TEID for bearer plane that the GGSN shall use for forwarding the MBMS data. For MBMS bearer service a SGSN receiving multiple MBMS Session Start Request messages establishes only one bearer plane with one GGSN.

3.
The SGSN sends an MBMS Session Start Request message including the session attributes (TMGI, QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration, broadcast/multicast, time to MBMS data transfer, list of RAs …) to each BSC and/or each RNC that is connected to this SGSN. The 2G/3G indicator shall be used by the SGSN to determine whether the MBMS Session Start Request message is sent only to BSCs, or only to RNCs, or to both RNCs and BSCs. For a broadcast MBMS bearer service the BSC/RNC creates an MBMS Service Context. The BSC in Iu mode/RNC stores the session attributes in the MBMS Service Context, sets the state attribute of its MBMS Service Context to 'Active' and responds with an MBMS Session Start Response message and the RNC/Iu mode BSC includes the TEID in the MBMS Session Start Response message for the Iu bearer plane that the SGSN shall use for forwarding the MBMS data. A BSC in Gb mode which does not serve the MBMS Service Area need not store the session attributes. A BSC/RNC receiving multiple MBMS Session Start Request messages establishes only one bearer plane with one SGSN.

4.
The BSC/RNC establishes the necessary radio resources for the transfer of MBMS data to the interested UEs. RAN resource set up can be scheduled according to the time to MBMS data transfer parameter.

NOTE:
The upstream node normally provides the MBMS Session Start Request message once per MBMS session to a downstream node. Due to "Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple Core Network Nodes" however, a BSC/RNC may receive the MBMS Session Start Request message from several SGSNs.

8.3.2
MBMS Session Start Procedure for E-UTRAN and UTRAN for EPS
The list of downstream nodes of BM-SC and the list of MBMS control plane nodes (MMEs and SGSNs) of MBMS GW are achieved in the following ways:

-
The list of MBMS control plane nodes for MBMS GW will be sent from the BM-SC to the MBMS GW in the Session Start Request.
Normally, the MBMS GW contained in the "list of downstream nodes" for BM-SC is the default MBMS GW (or two for resilience).

The overall Session Start procedure is presented in the following figure:
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Figure 8b: Session Start procedure for E-UTRAN and UTRAN for EPS
1.
BM-SC sends a Session Start Request message to MBMS GW to indicate the impending start of the transmission and to provide the session attributes (TMGI, Flow Identifier, QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration, list of MBMS control plane nodes (MMEs, SGSNs) for MBMS GW,  …). The message is sent to the MBMS GWs listed in the "downstream nodes” parameter of the corresponding MBMS Bearer Context in the BM-SC. The BM-SC may start multiple sessions for the same MBMS bearer service (identified by the TMGI) but with different content. If so, a Flow Identifier is included in the Session Start Request to identify the different sub-sessions and the associated MBMS Service Areas shall not overlap.

2.
The MBMS GW responds with a Session Start Response message with information for BM-SC to send MBMS data to the MBMS GW.

3.
The MBMS GW creates an MBMS bearer context. The MBMS GW stores the session attributes and the list of MBMS control plane nodes in the MBMS bearer context and allocates a transport network IP multicast address and a C-TEID for this session. The MBMS GW sends a Session Start Request  message including the session attributes (TMGI, Flow Identifier, QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration, transport network IP Multicast Address, IP address of the multicast source, C-TEID …) to MMEs and/or SGSNs listed in the “list of MBMS control plane nodes” parameter of the corresponding MBMS Bearer Context.. 
4.
The MME or SGSN creates an MBMS bearer context. The MME/SGSN stores the session attributes and sends a Session Start Request message including the session attributes (TMGI, QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration, broadcast (for UTRAN only), transport network IP Multicast Address, IP address of the multicast source, C-TEID …) to E-UTRAN/UTRAN.

5.
The E-UTRAN/UTRAN creates an MBMS bearer context. The E-UTRAN/UTRAN stores the session attributes, sets the state attribute of its MBMS Bearer Context to `Active` (in UTRAN only) and responds the MME/SGSN to confirm the reception of the Session Start Request message. 
Editor's Note:
It is FFS whether MME can send Session Start to all E-UTRAN nodes controlled by that MME and rely on E-UTRAN to perform Service Area filtering.

6.
The MME/SGSN stores the session attributes and the identifier of the eNBs/RNCs as the "list of downstream nodes" parameter in its MBMS Bearer Context and responds to the MBMS GW.
Editor's Note: It is FFS if  SGSN or MME need wait response from any, one or all  UTRAN/E-UTRAN nodes and if SGSN and MME behave same way.
Editor's Note:
The order of step 7 and step 8 is FFS.

7.
The eNodeBs/RNC send IP multicast Join message to the received user plane IP multicast address allocated by the MBMS GW.

Editor's Note:
It is FFS at what time the eNodeB performs Join after receiving Session Start Request message.

8.
The E-UTRAN/UTRAN establishes the necessary radio resources for the transfer of MBMS data to the interested UEs. 
9.
The BM-SC starts sending the MBMS data.

10.
MBMS GW function receives MBMS data. MBMS GW sends the MBMS data using IP multicast distribution towards all joined eNodeBs.
End of the 2nd Change 
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