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4.3.8.1
PDN GW selection function (3GPP accesses)

The PDN GW selection function allocates a PDN GW that shall provide the PDN connectivity for the 3GPP access. The function uses subscriber information provided by the HSS and possibly additional criteria. For each of the subscribed PDNs, the HSS provides one or more PDN subscription contexts each containing:

-
the identity of a PDN GW and an APN (PDN subscription contexts with subscribed PDN GW address are not used when there is interoperation with pre Rel‑8 2G/3G SGSN), or

-
an APN and an indication for this APN whether the allocation of a PDN GW from the visited PLMN is allowed or whether a PDN GW from the home PLMN shall be allocated. Optionally an IP address of a PDN GW may be contained for handover with non-3GPP accesses.

In the case of static address allocation, a static PDN GW is selected by either having the APN configured to map to a given PDN GW, or the PDN GW identity provided by the HSS indicates the static PDN GW.

The HSS also indicates which of the PDN subscription contexts is the Default one  for the UE.

To establish connectivity with a PDN when the UE is already connected to one or more PDNs, the UE provides the requested APN for the PDN GW selection function.

If the HSS provides the identity of a PDN GW, no further PDN GW selection functionality is performed. The PDN GW identity refers to a specific PDN GW. If the PDN GW identity includes the IP address of the PDN GW, that IP address shall be used as the PDN GW IP address; otherwise the PDN GW identity includes an FQDN which is used to derive the PDN GW IP address by using Domaind Name Service function, taking into account the protocol type on S5/S8 (PMIP or GTP).

NOTE:
Provision of a PDN GW identity of a PDN GW as part of the subscriber information allows also for a PDN GW allocation by HSS.

If the HSS provides a PDN subscription context that allows for allocation of a PDN GW from the visited PLMN for this APN, the PDN GW selection function derives a PDN GW identity from the visited PLMN. If a visited PDN GW identity cannot be derived, or if the subscription does not allow for allocation of a PDN GW from the visited PLMN, then the APN is used to derive a PDN GW identity from the HPLMN. The PDN GW identity is derived from the APN, subscription data and additional information by using the Domain Name Service function. If the PDN GW identity is a logical name instead of an IP address, the PDN GW address is derived from the PDN GW identity, protocol type on S5/S8 (PMIP or GTP) by using the Domain Name Service function. The S8 protocol type (PMIP or GTP) is configured per HPLMN in MME/SGSN.
If the APN‑OI Replacement field exists in the subscription data, the PDN GW domain name will be constructed by replacing the APN‑OI with the value received in the APN‑OI Replacement field. Otherwise, or when the resolution of the above PDN GW domain name fails, the PDN GW domain name will be constructed by appending '.mnc<MNC>.mcc<MCC>.gprs' as specified in Annex A of TS 23.060 [7] and TS 23.003 [9]. If the Domain Name Service function provides a list of PDN GW addresses, one PDN GW address is selected from this list. If the selected PDN GW cannot be used, e.g. due to an error, then another PDN GW is selected from the list. The specific interaction between the MME/SGSN and the Domain Name Service function may include functionality to allow for the retrieval or provision of additional information regarding the PDN GW capabilities (e.g. whether the PDN GW supports PMIP-based or GTP-based S5/S8, or both).
If the UE provides an APN for a PDN, this APN is then used to derive the PDN GW identity as specified for the case of HSS provided APN if one of the subscription contexts allows for this APN.

If there is an existing PDN connection to the same APN used to derive the PDN GW address, the same PDN GW shall be selected.

As part of PDN GW selection, an IP address of the assigned PDN GW may be provided to the UE for use with host based mobility as defined in TS 23.402 [2], if the PDN GW supports host-based mobility for inter-access mobility towards accesses where host-based mobility can be used. If a UE explicity requests the address of the PDN GW and the PDN GW supports host based mobility then the PDN GW address shall be returned to the UE.

***** Next Change *****

4.3.8.2
Serving GW selection function

The Serving GW selection function selects an available Serving GW to serve a UE. The selection bases on network topology, i.e. the selected Serving GW serves the UE's location and in case of overlapping Serving GW service areas, the selection may prefer Serving GWs with service areas that reduce the probability of changing the Serving GW. Other criteria for Serving GW selection should include load balancing between Serving GWs.

If a subscriber of a GTP only network roams into a PMIP network, the PDN GWs selected for local breakout support the PMIP protocol, while PDN GWs for home routed traffic use GTP. This means the Serving GW selected for such subscribers may need to support both GTP and PMIP, so that it is possible to set up both local breakout and home routed sessions for these subscribers. For a Serving GW supporting both GTP and PMIP, the MME/SGSN should indicate the Serving GW which protocol should be used over S5/S8 interface. The MME/SGSN is configured with the S8 variant(s) on a per HPLMN granularity.
If a subscriber of a GTP only network roams into a PMIP network, the PDN GWs selected for local breakout may support GTP or the subscriber may not be allowed to use PDN GWs of the visited network. In both cases a GTP only based Serving GW may be selected. These cases are considered as roaming between GTP based operators.

If combined Serving and PDN GWs are configured in the network the Serving GW Selection Function preferably derives a Serving GW that is also a PDN GW for the UE.

The Domain Name Service function may be used to resolve a DNS string into a list of possible Serving GW addresses which serve the UE's location. The specific interaction between the MME/SGSN and the Domain Name Service function may include functionality to allow for the retrieval or provision of additional information regarding the Serving GW capabilities (e.g. whether the Serving GW supports PMIP-based or GTP-based S5/S8, or both). The details of the selection are implementation specific.

For handover from non-3GPP accesses in roaming scenario, the Serving GW selection function for local anchoring is described in TS 23.402 [2].
***** Next Change *****

5.7.1
HSS

IMSI is the prime key to the data stored in the HSS. The data held in the HSS is defined in Table 5.7.1-1 here below.

The table below is applicable to E‑UTRAN in standalone operation only.

Table 5.7.1-1: HSS data

	Field
	Description
	Status 

	IMSI
	IMSI is the main reference key.
	

	MSISDN
	The basic MSISDN of the UE (Presence of MSISDN is optional).
	

	IMEI / IMEISV
	International Mobile Equipment Identity - Software Version Number
	

	MME Address
	The IP address of the MME currently serving this MS.
	

	MS PS Purged from EPS
	Indicates that the EMM and ESM contexts of the UE are deleted from the MME.
	

	ODB parameters
	Indicates that the status of the operator determined barring 
	

	Access Restriction
	Indicates the access restriction subscription information. 
	FFS

	Subscribed-UE-AMBR
	The Maximum Aggregated MBR to be provided across all Non-GBR bearers according to the subscription of the user.
	

	APN-OI Replacement
	Indicates the domain name to replace the APN OI when constructing the PDN GW FQDN upon which to perform DNS queries. This replacement applies for all the APNs in the subscriber's profile.
	

	Each subscription profile contains one or more PDN subscription contexts:

	Context Identifier
	Index of the PDN subscription context.
	

	PDN Address
	Indicates subscribed IP address(es).
	

	Access Point Name (APN)
	A label according to DNS naming conventions describing the access point to the packet data network.
	

	EPS subscribed QoS profile
	The bearer level QoS parameter values for that APN's default bearer (QCI and ARP) and APN-AMBR (see clause 4.7.3).
	

	VPLMN Address Allowed
	Specifies whether for this APN the UE is allowed to use the PDN GW in the domain of the HPLMN only, or additionally the PDN GW in the domain of the VPLMN.
	

	PDN GW identity
	The identity of the PDN GW used for this APN. The PDN GW identity may be an FQDN, an IP address, or both. The PDN GW identity refers to a specific PDN GW.
	

	PDN GW Allocation Type
	Indicates whether the PDN GW is statically allocated or dynamically selected by other nodes. A statically allocated PDN GW is not changed during PDN GW selection.
	


NOTE 1:
IMEI and SVN are stored in HSS when the Automatic Device Detection feature is supported, see subclause 15.5 of TS 23.060 [7].

NOTE 2:
The 'EPS subscribed QoS profile' stored in HSS is complementary to the legacy 'GPRS subscribed QoS profile'.

NOTE 3:
In order to avoid impacts on the current GPRS roaming environment (including that used on the GRX network), such format as "*.mnc<MNC>.mcc<MCC>.gprs" for the value of APN‑OI Replacement is be required.

Editor's note:
The "Status" columns will be removed when the FFS's are resolved.

Editor's note:
How to store the information that a PDN subscription context is the default one  is FFS.
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