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1. Introduction

Japan is one of the most earthquake-prone countries.

The Japanese Government have developed Earthquake Early Warning (EEW) system and is promoting its use.

· Since Aug. 2006, EEW have been provided for particular applications e.g. safe operation for railway, power plant, gas distribution.

· After 1st Oct. 2007, EEW will be generally provided to citizens through TV, radio, etc.

2. Earthquake Early Warning System Overview

There are two types of seismic waves;

    P-wave: Little destructive force and high traveling speed (around 7 km/sec)

    S-wave: Major destructive force and low traveling speed (around 4 km/sec) 

When the P-wave is detected, EEW system informs the estimated seismic intensity and arrival time of S-wave.


3. Japanese Governmental Recommendation
Japan’s administrations have been promoting the use of EEW.

The governmental report[1] on the use of EEW concludes a few of its recommendations as follows:

· It is necessary to deliver EEW immediately through multiple means including cellular phones which remain switched on at all hours.

· It is necessary for the agency to call for national, regional governments and private companies to cooperate in order to deliver EEW effectively.

4. Proposal

ARIB and TTC propose to specify appropriate solutions for Public Warning System to make best use of EEW ASAP.  Solution could be regional option.

Reference

 [1] http://www.seisvol.kishou.go.jp/eq/EEW/kaisetsu/saishuuhokoku.pdf (Japanese)
























































