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1. Overall Description:

3GPP CT1 thanks TSG SA for their liaison statement on IMS multimedia conferencing.

3GPP CT1 would like to note that Release 6 scope originally contained more conference protocol support from IETF, but as this work was not completed at release 6 freezing, it was removed from 3GPP TS 24.147 at that time. In principle the removed material consisted of two items:

· references to the floor control protocol

· usage of a conference (policy) control protocol.

These two missing items are addressed in the 3GPP CT1 Rel-7 WID “IMS Support of Conferencing and Messaging Group Management”. 

The OMA PoC working group has worked out a talk burst control solution specifically for PoC. This solution has not been evaluated, whether it would also fulfil the floor control requirements for 3GPP IMS conferencing. 

IETF has finished a floor control specification (named “BFCP”), which was adopted in Release 7 for IMS conferencing.

IETF is still working on a solution for conference (policy) control, which is unlikely to be finished within the foreseen Release 7 timeframe.

Based on the upcoming work in Release 8 on IMS multimedia conferencing, CT1 has the following questions:

1) Is there any forseen impact of the Release 8 work on IMS multimedia conferencing on floor control and / or conference (policy) control?

2) Due to the two competing floor control solutions (one from OMA PoC WG and one from IETF), are there expected to be any new stage 1 requirements that will impact the floor control usage?

It should be noted that the current status of IETF work is as follows:

· the floor control protocol – BFCP (and the associated control mechanisms in SDP) are essentially complete. The main protocol has an RFC number assigned and is in the final stages of editing before publication (AUTH48). It is implemented and interoperability tests have occurred.

· the more general IETF XCON conferencing solution (was CPCP) has now had some major decisions on the way forward. However, if release 7 timescales remain as currently specified then completion of this work in time for release 7 is improbable.

In summary, CT1 sees no need to remove existing floor control protocol work, and defer that work to release 8. Release 8 enhancement work should take account of work that exists at release 7, i.e BFCP. While work that cannot be completed in time for release 7 should obviously not be attempted.

2. Actions:

WG SA1 is requested to address the two questions in the text above.
3. Date of Next CT1 Meetings:
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