Technical Specification Group Services and System Aspects
TSGS#29(05)0539
Meeting #29, 26 - 28 September 2005,

Tallinn, Estonia


                                                              WiMAX Forum Correspondence
[image: image1.wmf]
September 21st, 2005

To:   3GPP TSG-SA 

From:  Prakash Iyer, Chair, WiMAX Forum Network Working Group (NWG), Intel Corporation


Max Riegel, Vice-Chair, NWG, Siemens
            Ron Resnick, President WiMAX Forum, Intel Corporation
cc:   Bruce Holloway, WiMAX Forum Counsel

        Bertrand Leonard, France Telecom
Subject:  Liaison Request to 3GPP (TSG-SA) from NWG 

Dear,

The WiMAX Forum (http://www.wimaxforum.org) is an industry-led, non-profit organization formed to develop technical specifications and promote and certify compatibility and interoperability of broadband wireless products using the IEEE 802.16 suite of standards and ETSI/HiperMAN wireless MAN specifications.

Two of the WiMAX Forum’s working groups, the SPWG (Service Provider WG) and the NWG (Network WG) are collaboratively developing the requirements and end-to-end, all-IP system specification for WiMAX networks, supporting Fixed and Mobile operation based on the IEEE 802.16 suite of standards. The work is organized as Stage 2 (architecture framework) and Stage 3 (detailed protocols and procedures) based on SPWG’s Stage 1 (Requirements) document. The first release of this network specification is expected to be completed by mid-2006 with follow-on feature-based releases planned.

The NWG specification supports standalone mobile WiMAX deployments as well as Interworking with incumbent networks such as 3GPP networks.

In this context, we would like to start sharing relevant progress between the two organizations and initiate collaborative work in the 3GPP Release 7 timeframe on topics of mutual interest (i.e. Interworking between 3GPP and WiMAX networks and seamless inter-system handovers). Thus, we kindly request the establishment of a formal liaison between the two organizations as the first step to future collaboration.

Best Regards.
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