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Abstract of document:

This is a draft TS on the common 3GPP charging architecture and principles. It provides a complete description of charging functions and generic reference points, concepts of offline and online charging, charging data transfer and configuration. It also describes charging levels and correlation across these levels and advanced items such as credit control and credit pooling. As such, it is considered a complete “stage 2” description of charging; it is based on TS 22.115.
MCC Note:
Genealogy of specs (mapping between Rel-5 and Rel-6 charging TSs)
Rel-5 32.200 --> Rel-6 32.240 (charging principles / architecture)

It should be noted, however, that the contents of the Rel-5 TSs and the Rel-6 equivalents is not identical.  This is not only due to the fact that functionality has been added but also that content has been moved due to TS rearrangement in the course of creating the ubiquitous charging architecture and applications that are applicable across the board.

- TS 32.240 fulfils the same purpose as TS 32.200 intended, but discusses more basic principles and architecture aspects for charging (generic reference points, general principles of what charging is and how it works, the principle way of working of online charging and credit control, the difference between event and session charging, .....), while the technology specific aspects have been moved to the specific TSs (which SWG-B refers to as the "middle tier charging TSs", e.g. 32.251 for GPRS).
Changes since last presentation to TSG SA Meeting #22:

· Completion of most clauses except the “outstanding issues” below

· Alignment with the overall Rel-6 charging work (document structure & contents plus scope, references, abbreviations)

Outstanding Issues:

· Complete the definition of charging levels and correlation (5.3)

· Complete the description of credit control and credit pooling (5.5.2)

· Review / finalise charging data usage (5.5)

· A few minor clarifications are expected as well

Contentious Issues:
None.
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