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1. Overall Description:

TSG SA1 have reviewed document S1-040436 (attached), and more particularly, its further attachment, "Numbering for Services Based on SMS, MMS and USSD, and International Inbound Roaming Services", a Consultation Paper from the CEPT ECC.  In addition, TSG SA1 has also reviewed the attached document (T2-040254, a Liaison Statement from TSG T2 to TSG T), a detailed response, question by question, to the original questions contained in the aforementioned Consultation Paper.

Like TSG T2, TSG SA1 feels that the issue should correctly be addressed directly by its lead committee, TSG SA.  Unfortunately, the timing of the various meetings, and the meeting cycles of the various involved groups, has conspired to result in the suggested deadline for comments to the Consultation Paper being missed.

It is noted that this Consultation Paper is addressed to members of the CEPT, a European-centric organisation, and as such, is of no substantial interest, or bearing, to the majority of the 3GPP Partners.  It is not known, at the time of writing, whether such harmonisation has, or is, occurring in the other Partners territories (Japan, South Korea, China and North America).

The Consultation Paper observes that in just three European countries are such short code numbers on mobile networks regulated/harmonised, and the document also notes that there is an increasing take-up of such short code number services, the raison d'être, it is noted, for the document in the first place.

In reviewing both the Consultation Paper itself, and the detailed response from TSG T2, TSG SA1 has reached a similar conclusion to that of TSG T2, which is, that it is almost certainly too late, at this stage, for a variety of reasons, to harmonise the mobile network short code number services across Europe.  Even with the roll-out of MMS, a relatively new service in which there may have been a potential for harmonisation, there is no real scope for trying to regulate the (short code) numbering, as such, for this particular service.

Of the other two services mentioned, vis. USSD and "international inbound roaming service", USSD is a service that has been available for a considerable time, and is well defined within the 3GPP specifications, and further, the "international inbound roaming service" as mentioned in the document, is believed to be covered by the CAMEL feature set, which is also available and has been deployed for some time, with some considerable measure of success where networks support the feature.

As a side issue, it is observed, for example, that even the "lead" digit for mobile telephone numbers, differs from country to country within Europe: for example, it is 7 in the United Kingdom, 6 in France, 1 in Germany, and so on, and if it is not even now possible to harmonise on the lead digit for mobile telephone numbers across European countries, it would be a thankless, and nigh on impossible task to harmonise short code numbers across Europe, and in many cases, even within individual countries themselves.  This comment applies both to regulators and the operators alike.

As is noted in the TSG T2 document, commercial pressures dictate rapid and innovative roll-out of services, which would clearly be hampered by regulation and agreement amongst the many parties as to the short code numbers assigned to such services, and in many cases, any commercial advantage may well be lost to the operators if such a process were entered into.

In summary, whilst there are obvious advantages to some parties to attempt to harmonise these mobile short code numbers, the facts on the ground dictate against such a proposal.

2. Actions:

To TSG SA.

ACTION: 
SA is requested to respond in a similar manner, as outlined above, to the CEPT ECC.  (Nigel plans to be there to draft such a response if agreed to.)
3. Date of Next TSG-SA1 Meetings:

SA1#25
28 June - 2 July 2004
Montreal, Canada.

