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! 33.203 CR 035 ! rev - ! Current version: 5.4.0 
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Proposed change affects: UICC apps!  ME X Radio Access Network  Core Network X 
 

 
Title: ! Clarification of the use of ISIM and USIM for IMS access  
  
Source: ! Ericsson 
  
Work item code: ! IMS-ASEC  Date: ! 20/02/2003 
     
Category: ! F  Release: ! Rel-5 
 Use one of the following categories: 

F  (correction) 
A  (corresponds to a correction in an earlier release) 
B  (addition of feature),  
C  (functional modification of feature) 
D  (editorial modification) 

Detailed explanations of the above categories can 
be found in 3GPP TR 21.900. 

Use one of the following releases: 
2 (GSM Phase 2) 
R96 (Release 1996) 
R97 (Release 1997) 
R98 (Release 1998) 
R99 (Release 1999) 
Rel-4 (Release 4) 
Rel-5 (Release 5) 
Rel-6 (Release 6) 

  
Reason for change: ! The current text on different ISIM implementations does not clearly state which 

credentials are used if the UICC includes both ISIM application and R99/Rel-4 
USIM.  

  
Summary of change: ! Clarification added that ISIM shall be used if both ISIM and USIM exist.  
  
Consequences if  ! 
not approved: 

Implementations may try to use the wrong AKA credentials for IMS access.  

  
Clauses affected: ! 8 
  
 Y N   
Other specs !    Other core specifications !  
affected:    Test specifications  
    O&M Specifications  
  
Other comments: !  
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8 ISIM 
For the purposes of this document the ISIM is a term that indicates the collection of IMS security data and functions on 
a UICC. The following implementation options are permitted: 

- Use of a distinct ISIM application on a UICC which does not share security functions with the USIM; 

- Use of a distinct ISIM application on a UICC which does share security functions with the USIM; 

- Use of a R99/Rel-4 USIM application on a UICC. 

NOTE: For later releases other implementations of ISIM are foreseen to be permitted. 

If there is an ISIM and a USIM application on a UICC, then the ISIM application shall always be used for IMS 
authentication. 

There shall only be one ISIM for each IMPI. The IMS subscriber shall not be able to modify or enter the IMPI. The 
IMS subscriber shall not be able to modify or enter the Home Domain Name. 
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