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Proposed change affects: UICC apps! X ME X Radio Access Network  Core Network X 
 

 
Title: ! Simultaneous Connection to I-WLANs and the 3GPP systems 
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Work item code: ! WLAN-CR  Date: ! 22/01/2003 
     
Category: ! B  Release: ! Rel-6 
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user will want to maintain the WLAN connection when an incoming call is 
received.  The user should not be forced to drop the WLAN connection to take 
the voice call. 
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2) Obtain the latest version for the release of the specification to which the change is proposed. Use the MS Word 
"revision marks"  feature (also known as "track changes") when making the changes. All 3GPP specifications can be 
downloaded from the 3GPP server under ftp://ftp.3gpp.org/specs/ For the latest version, look for the directory name 
with the latest date e.g. 2001-03 contains the specifications resulting from the March 2001 TSG meetings. 
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4.8 Interworking Between PLMN and Wireless LANs 

4.8.1 General 

WLAN-3GPP system interworking is defined as a wireless IP connectivity service where the user obtains access via a 
Wireless LAN technology. It shall be possible to deploy the WLAN as an integral part of the 3GPP system or the two 
systems can be separate.  

The 3GPP system shall be capable of interworking with one or more WLANs and a WLAN shall be capable of 
interworking with one or more 3GPP systems see figure 0. 
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Figure 0: WLAN-3GPP system Interworking Relationships 

Selection of the network is defined in TS 22.011 [11] 

The service is subject to a 3GPP system subscription see section 15. Both IPv4 and IPv6 connectivity via a Wireless 
LAN (WLAN) shall be supported.  

It is an operator decision as to the level of interworking supported.  This can be broadly grouped as: 

1. 3GPP based access control and charging. The user shall be able to access general internet services and/or 
corporate intranets.  (Scenario 2 of TR 22.934 [32]) 

2. Access to 3GPP PS based services, e.g. IMS. (Scenario 3 of TR 22.934 [32]) 

3. Access to 3GPP PS based services with service continuity.  The user mayor may not notice a disruption in 
service, depending upon the level of service continuity supported.  This is further defined in TS 22.129 [9]. 
(Scenarios 4 and 5 of TR 22.934 [32]) 
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NOTE: Further information on these levels of interworking and the use cases supported can be found in TR 
22.934 [32]. 

In addition to the general requirements on I-WLAN defined in the present document, the following requirements 
apply: 

1.  When enabling access to 3GPP services that require separate authentication and access control, such as IMS, the 
service authentication and access control mechanisms for that service shall be used. 

2. It should be possible to provide access via I-WLAN on deployed WLAN devices. 

4.8.2 Simultaneous Connection to I-WLANs and 3GPP systems 

The 3GPP system shall support simultaneous connection to an I-WLAN and to the 3GPP systems for the following 
scenarios: 

• For an integrated WLAN/3GPP device the user shall be able to make or receive a CS domain call without the 
need to drop the connection to the I-WLAN and visa versa. 

• For an integrated WLAN/3GPP device the user shall be able to connect to both the PS domain and to the I-
WLAN at the same time, to access different services.  For example, this will allow the user to access  the 
Presence service via the 3GPP system and the internet via the I-WLAN. 

• The user shall be able to connect simultaneously to the 3GPP system and the I-WLAN with multiple devices 
(which have separate UICCs) on the same subscription.   
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