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F.3.5
Encoding rule of absence semantics

The operation parameters are mapped to method parameters of CORBA SS.  The absence semantics for an operation (input and output) parameter is method parameter type dependent.  
· For a string type, if the parameter is specified as a string type, the absence semantics is a string of zero length.  If the parameter is specified as a union structure (preferred), the absence semantics is conveyed via a FALSE Boolean value switch. 

· For an integer type, if the parameter is specified as a signed, unsigned, long, etc type, the absence semantics is the highest possible positive number.  If the parameter is specified as a union structure (preferred), the absence semantics is conveyed via a FALSE Boolean value switch.
· For a boxed valueType (supported by CORBA 2.3), it is the null value.
The notification parameters are mapped to attributes of the CORBA Structured Events.  The absence semantics for a notification parameter is attribute position (within the Structured Event) dependent.

· For the fixed header of the Structured Event header, the absence semantics is realised by a string of zero length.

· For the filterable body fields of the Structured Event body, the absence semantics is realised by the absence of the corresponding attribute.
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