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The GSM Association has just announced the creation of the Mobile Services Initiative (M-Services). This initiative is intended to promote growth in the use of mobile data services and GPRS. M-Services offer the end user better services and presentation through the use of better browsers in the terminal giving enhanced graphics, clearer navigation and better layout of information. Other capabilities offered include the download of music, video, games, ring tones and screen savers as well as delivery of email and multimedia messaging to the end user.

It is intended that M-Services will use standardised solutions such as WAP, SMS, EMS and MMS. For the short-term, in order to allow some of these new services to be available to customers by Christmas 2001, some proprietary solutions will have to be used. However, it is the intention that the longer-term solution will use standardised capabilities including those from 3GPP. Also, it is intended that M-Services will be extended to 3G mobiles as these become available.

The GSMA has produced the first M-Services Guidelines document setting out the requirements for this initiative. This is attached to this liaison statement. This has the endorsement of network operators and the major mobile terminal manufacturers. The GSMA would welcome comments on this document and suggestions for the enhancement of M-Services from 3GPP.

