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********************** First Modified Sections ****************************

4.3.2
Inter PLMN Handover Issues

Handovers to support service continuity between PLMNs should remain an optional feature to implement. It is envisaged that handover would take place due to changing radio conditions caused e.g. by movement of the terminal causing it to leave the coverage area of a PLMN.

The following networks may be involved with an inter-PLMN handover procedure. These concepts are illustrated in Annex A:

-
The user’s home network, i.e. the operator where the user’s subscription may be found;

-
The user’s visited network where the subscriber user is currently registered, i.e. the network where the subscriber user has performed the last successful update location procedure. As long as the subscriber user is roaming within the home network, home and visited network are identical;

-
The user's serving network covering the cell that serves the subscriber. After successful completion of the update location update procedure, the serving network is identical with the visited network. After an inter-PLMN handover, the visited network is different from the serving network until a location update procedure has been successfully completed (excepted the case that the subscriber returns into the visited network);

-
The target network covering candidate target cell(s) for inter-PLMN handover. The target network has overlapping radio coverage with the serving network but not necessarily with the visited network.

The minimum requirements for inter-PLMN HO are:

-
Continuity of an active call across the handover procedure, where this would be possible for intra-PLMN handover;

-
The decision whether the handover request is accepted must be taken by the target network;
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