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Services impacted:
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Specifications affected:
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Tasks within work which are not complete:
· Completion of stage 2.
· Dependency on the BICC is noted, however BICC is determined (stable for approval) at the ITU-T SG11 meeting, 22 November – 10 December 1999. 
· It is agreed that the downlink selected codec is required. What is yet not agreed is whether this can be achieved using CC messages due to certain handover scenarios. What is not clear is if the principle that codec negotiation is part of call control is agreed by all. It is possible that this is agreed but the solution not clarified.

Consequences if not included in Release 1999:
TSGN2: Stage 2 Out of Band Transcoder Control has been concluded, and will be presented to N#6 as a R99 WI. 

TSGN1: At call establishment for UMTS, the MSC is in control of transcoders as opposed to the BSS in GSM. The selected codec type must be informed to the UE (downlink). In GSM this task is performed by the BTS, but in UMTS the MSC must do this. There are then two protocols that could be used for this – Direct Transfer (Call Control message) or Radio Resource message. 

Second part is the handling of supported codecs for each radio access that can be used (handover). Currently only GSM types are defined. It should be possible to explicitly separate which types are applicable for each system.

Accepted by TSG#
6
for late inclusion in Release 1999:


Abstract of document:

End-to-end negotiation of the codec


Contentious Issues:

· At which level should the supported codecs be indicated? CC or RR?

· Should the new speech codecs be added to existing BC IE or do we want to introduce a new IE.

· The criteria for the MS to send GSM and UMTS specific codec information? 

