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We as a manufacturer of mobile phones have the great concern that the TSG-Terminals will not be the only place inside 3GPP where terminals issues will be discussed. At one side we think that the TSG terminals has a much wider scope then described today in the terms of reference but on the other side we are fully aware of the challenge regarding the UMTS time frames and the UMTS project plan and welcome the general approach with the different TSGs of 3GPP.





But as a matter of fact a lot of terminal related details will also be found in almost every other TSG. For a good terminal performance it is therefore recommended to participate at least in the radio layer groups (i.e. TSG for Radio Access Network), but also certainly in the system aspects group, especially for Codec aspects (i.e. end-to-end transmission) and security aspects. Possibly there is also a need to participate in the user equipment layer 3 radio protocols which are dealt with in the core network group (i.e. TSG for core networks).





Unfortunately the company experts send as delegates to the appropriate Technical Specification groups can not be cloned and are in most cases the same people and therefor rather limited. Furthermore of the dual mode nature of a universal mobile telephony system UMTS terminals must be seen at the same time as well from the 3rd generation as from the GSM point of view. For performance and marketing reasons there is a big challenge to define and develop terminals that fit into the market requirements and satisfy a great number of future subscribers worldwide. This goal can only be achieved if both UMTS and GSM worlds can be harmonized to the most possible extend. To achieve this goal a quit big number of both UMTS and GSM experts are required.





Currently we are facing an ongoing process of having at least 2 to 3 activities in parallel, namely the 3GPP, the new SMG and perhaps the EP UMTS. To increase the efficiency and to minimize the efforts being spent for all the coming meetings it is from our point of view necessary to have a reasonable amount of work be carried out in the 3GPP in close cooperation with the new SMG. Furthermore it would be beneficial if the 3GPP and new SMG meetings could be as much as possible collocated to reduce travel costs and minimize travel times. EP UMTS should focus on non-GSM activities and long run aspects only to minimize a possible duplication of work.





We do not recommend to simply copy the existing work areas of the old ETSI SMG but we would like to see a reasonable structure reflecting the most important terminal topics and work items in the TSG Terminals. We see the need for a wide range of activities including the download and execution of applications and the definition of relevant test cases for the dual mode terminals and a way to speed up the acceptance of new terminals for a global market. 





Finally I do hope that some other terminal manufacturers will share my views.





