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1. Introduction

At the evolution workshop in March 2003, EV-030007 proposed that we add timeframes to the two phases defined in chapter 5.  The original proposal was to use the dates as set in ITU, however there was much debate about the actual wording and the dates to be used.  This contribution proposes a different approach, which provides dates for completion of specification work rather than availability in the market.  3GPP has more control over these dates than over availability of features in the market.  

2. Proposal

The availability of features in the market after a specification is complete is dependent on many things including the complexity of the feature.  For the purposes of this TR it is proposed that we assume an average of 2-4 years, for features to be available in the market in about 2010, then the specification work would need to complete before 2007-2009.  These are rough figures, but give us a timeframe to work to.

3. Proposed changes to TR 21.902

5
Statements and Assumptions

A number of basic assumptions are made for this high level roadmap as follows:

-
Future is evolution not revolution

-
Where possible, re-use existing techniques/technologies (potential through co-operation with external fora)

-
Improve requirement setting, e.g., include commercial considerations

-
Separate fundamental technology (evolutionary part) from dynamic applications (to ensure rapid development of applications)
-
The 3GPP System Future Evolution could be realized by the following two phases:

-
3G Enhancements (short to medium term evolution).
-
3G Long Term Evolution.
-
Different domains and layers of the system may evolve at different paces, partly due to the pace of technical development within the domain, and partly due to regulatory windows of opportunity, such as, WRC-07. As a general rule, the borderline between short/medium term and long-term evolution is in 5 years time (around 2007-2008)
In considering the future evolution of the 3GPP system it is further recommended that:

-
Decoupling between applications and access technologies is adopted as a design principle. Access technology specificities are considered and taken into account when justified by application and system performance gains
-
The IP protocol suite is used as a mechanism to support this decoupling

-
The decoupling should be applied in both the infrastructure and terminal specifications

-
APIs and/or interfaces are standardised between Applications and the Access Technology in the infrastructure and terminals

-
Mechanisms to manage the provision of third-party services over decoupled networks are introduced

