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Introduction

Section 5 of TR 21.902 introduces the concept of 

· 3G enhancements (Short to medium term evolution)

· 3G long term evolution

There are no timeframes given to these phases.  This leaves the document open to mis-interpretation.  It is proposed that we align the timeframes with those being considered in the ITU, that is:

· Short to medium term is for capabilities being realised in the market place up to 2010

· 3G long term evolution is for capabilities being realised in the marketplace after about 2010.

Proposal

[2]


ITU-T Recommendation Q.1702, “Long-term vision of network aspects for systems beyond IMT-200”.
[3]


ITU-R Draft New recommendation M.[IMT-VIS]: Vision framework and overall objectives for the future development of IMT-2000 and of systems beyond IMT-2000” 

Editors Note: The reference to the DNR needs to be removed or replaced with the approved reference once available
5
Statements and Assumptions

A number of basic assumptions are made for this high level roadmap as follows:

-
Future is evolution not revolution

-
Where possible, re-use existing techniques/technologies (potential through co-operation with external fora)

-
Improve requirement setting, e.g., include commercial considerations

-
Separate fundamental technology (evolutionary part) from dynamic applications (to ensure rapid development of applications)
-
The 3GPP System Future Evolution could be realized by the following two phases:

-
3G Enhancements (short to medium term evolution).  These are capabilities that are expected to be deployed in the marketplace up to 2010. ITU-T Q.1702 [2], ITU-R DNR M.[IMT-VIS] [3]
Editor’s Note: The reference to the ITU-R DNR M.[IMT.VIS] needs to be replaced with the reference to the approved document before this document is approved.  The timeframes in this document should be aligned with the timelines in the approved DNR, if they have changed.
-
3G Long Term Evolution.  These are capabilities that are expected to be deployed in the marketplace after 2010. ITU-T Q.1702 [2], ITU-R DNR M.[IMT-VIS] [3]
In considering the future evolution of the 3GPP system it is further recommended that:

-
Decoupling between applications and access technologies is adopted as a design principle. Access technology specificities are considered and taken into account when justified by application and system performance gains
-
The IP protocol suite is used as a mechanism to support this decoupling

-
The decoupling should be applied in both the infrastructure and terminal specifications

-
APIs and/or interfaces are standardised between Applications and the Access Technology in the infrastructure and terminals

-
Mechanisms to manage the provision of third-party services over decoupled networks are introduced


























































