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1) Introduction

Based on the RAN4 assumptions and recommendation (as stated in the attached T1-041773) many RF and RRM test cases require continuous DCCH transmission on downlink DCH. When DCCH has been configured on downlink DCH then DCCH Data shall be continuously transmitted on downlink DCH. When there is no signalling to transmit on downlink DCCH then dummy DCCH transmission shall be used.

T1 plans to use an invalid MAC header with the value “1111” for the C/T field. The UE shall discard PDU’s with this invalid MAC header according to TS 25.321. This applies for cases where a MAC header is used to distinguish between several logical channels. In the case of the reference measurement channels defined in TS 34.121  the SRBs on DCH use a 4 bit MAC header. T1 has already applied this method for the BTFD test case.

2) Questions

a) Does RAN2 see any problems by using an invalid MAC header with the value “1111” for the C/T field for test purposes? 
b) Does RAN2 anticipate the MAC header reserved code point of '1111' being used in the future? Could the code point “1111” be reserved for test purposes?
c) Does RAN2 know of any UE implementations that may be adversely affected by receiving a constant stream of invalid MAC frames given that this is not an expected normal behaviour of the network and is not something that is currently tested for?

d) If RAN2 identifies serious problems by using an invalid MAC header with the value “1111” for the C/T field for test purposes then can RAN2 think of an alternative way to meet the RAN4 requirements?
T1 kindly asks RAN2 to provide feedback on the usage of an invalid MAC header with the value “1111” for the C/T field for test purposes.

2. Actions 
To RAN2:

· To provide feedback on the usage of an invalid MAC header with the value “1111” for the C/T field for test purposes.
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