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1 [bookmark: _Ref124589705][bookmark: _Ref129681862]Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]During RAN1 #98bis meeting, a proposal to define a new LTE category, LTE UE Cat-4bis, was discussed [1]. The new DL UE category “Cat-4bis” is defined as below. 

	UE DL Category
	Maximum number of DL-SCH transport block bits received within a TTI (Note 1)
	Maximum number of bits of a DL-SCH transport block received within a TTI
	Total number of soft channel bits
	Maximum number of supported layers for spatial multiplexing in DL

	DL Category 4bis
	75376
	75376
	913536
	1



In this paper, we provide our view on this new LTE category.

2 Discussion 
LTE has defined more than 20 categories. The supported maximum data rate ranges from 680 kbps to 3.5 Gbps. These diverse LTE UE categories have already supported diverse use cases in 4G era.  For example, LTE Cat 1bis can support data rates up to 10 Mbps, which is enough for the small form-factor devices because the resolution of video calling for UEs such as a wearable watch is very low. A much larger data rate will require higher UE baseband processing capability and memory size.  So there is no motivation to further increase the data rate for small wearable devices. Cat 1bis was defined a comparatively recent 2.5 years ago, which can cover the requirements in recent and upcoming times. Then NR-Light, which is under discussion in Rel-17 scope, will take over. It is not necessary to introduce a new LTE UE category which may have a not so long life time and limited differentiation from the real-world use cases already served by existing categories. 

Proposal: It is not necessary to introduce a new DL category with 75 Mbps data rate. 
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