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1 Introduction
RAN1 has received an LS [1] from RAN2 related to the new Rel-11 work item on “Further Enhancements to CELL_FACH” [2] where RAN2 has identified the following sub-features that are more in the RAN1 domain of expertise:

· Downlink related improvements of resource utilization, throughput, latency and coverage

· Stand-alone HS-DPCCH without ongoing E-DCH transmission

· Uplink related improvements of resource utilization, throughput, latency and coverage

· TTI alignment between CELL_FACH UEs and CELL_DCH UEs

· Reduction in timing of the initial access in the physical random access procedure

· Signaling based interference control
In the previous RAN1 meeting, a mechanism to reduce the PRACH access delay was discussed and the following was agreed: 

2 Discussion
2.1 Reductions in the initial access slot delay 

The initial access delay consists of two sequential parts:

1. The UE waits until the beginning of the next full access slot set.

2. The UE waits until the beginning of the randomly selected access slot within the access slot set.
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Figure 1: Access slot sets specified in TS 25.214 sub clause 6.1.2
Each access slot set consists of 7-8 access slots, as illustrated in Figure 1. At RAN1#66bis it was agreed to remove the first part of the initial delay, i.e. the part that describes that the UE should wait until the next full access slot set. 
However, limiting the randomization to only 8 access slots might not be enough when the network is overloaded. When the network is overloaded, it could be advantageous to spread out the access attempts to more than 8 access slots. Alternatively, at low loads, the access attempts could be limited to 1 access slot. Depending on load conditions, the network could choose the number of access slots over which the randomization of access would occur. The network can then broadcast it as part of SIB5 in the common E-DCH system information.  
Proposal 1: The UE selects an access slot randomly from any available access slots in the next ‘NAS’ access slots where NAS is a parameter signaled as part of SIB5 in the common E-DCH system information. 

3 Conclusions
This contribution addresses the signalling of the parameter that is used for randomization of the access slot selection. The following is proposed:
Proposal 1: The UE selects an access slot randomly from any available access slots in the next ‘NAS’ access slots where NAS is a parameter signaled as part of SIB5 in the common E-DCH system information. 
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Agreements 


The UE selects an access slot randomly from the next 8 access slots. 


It is FFS whether it should be possible 


To signal the number of access slots over which randomization occurs in SIB 


Impact to validity of SIBs 


A shortened preamble ramping procedure (where the UE is allowed to transmit the first preamble with a higher power if there has recently been a transmission from the same UE) is not introduced in Rel-11.
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