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1 Introduction
Cooperation between neighbouring sites in a LTE-A system improves coverage for the cell edge users as well as total cell throughput. In the LTE standard, such cooperation is limited and does not involve scheduling, data sharing or channel state information state exchange between the transmitters. There are several proposals to adopt multi-site cooperation techniques in the LTE-A standard [1-4]. In this contribution, we study different cooperation scenarios and propose some solutions for further study for possible exploiting in the LTE-A standard.
2 Cooperation scenarios
Different system setups allow for different cooperation level. Data sharing, CSI sharing and antenna configuration are among the aspects for consideration in multi-site cooperation. Here, we study some aspects of the system that need to be considered for each cooperation technique.
The cooperating sites may be located to the same cell or located in different cells. With multi-cell cooperation as shown in Figure 1, all participating sites have access to backhaul and hence allowing for data exchange and CSI exchange. However, this requires a distributed scheduling mechanism that enables cooperation for such cell edge users.
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Figure 1: NB-NB cooperation

Same-site cooperation includes NB-relay and relay-relay cooperation as well as distributed antenna setups. In these cases, a centralized scheduler is possible. However, for the case of relays, a mechanism to share data and CSI between the nodes is open for study. 
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Figure 2: NB-Relay cooperation
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Figure 3: Relay-relay cooperation

Antenna setup at the participating sites dictates the available cooperation solutions. With an array antenna, beam-forming solutions are possible, while for sites with MIMO antenna setup, cooperation solutions need to extend the LTE-A precoding schemes to multi-site scenarios. Moreover, it is quite possible that for NB-relay and NB-home NB cooperation, the cooperating sites have different antenna setup.

Data and CSI sharing possibility allows for more advanced cooperation techniques. In the NB-NB cooperation, the backhaul latency may limit the cooperation, while in the relay cooperation scenarios, the dominant factor in data and CSIT sharing is overhead.
RS overhead and channel estimation complexity is another aspect to study. While superposition dedicated RS for some solutions maintain the RS overhead and complexity, some solutions require separate channel estimation from different sites for demodulation and/or precoder selection.

3 Cooperation solutions

Based on the attributes of the cooperating sites, different multi-site cooperation levels are possible. Based on the CSI knowledge at the transmitter, we can generalize the multi-site solutions into three main categories. Open loop, closed loop and semi closed cooperation techniques.
3.1 Open loop cooperation schemes
An open loop cooperation scheme use all the antenna ports at the cooperating sites to maximize the transmit diversity or throughput of the user. In OL cooperation, none of the cooperating sites have access to channel state information and thus, rely on multi-site and/or transmit diversity. For high geometry users, different sites transmit independent data streams to enhance the user experience. These techniques need independent channel estimation from all cooperating sites. Moreover, for the transmit diversity solutions, full data sharing is required.
3.1.1 Band switching transmit diversity
To improve the coverage to the cell edge users, the two (or more) sites specify different bands to the user. The other sites either keep quiet in the specified bands from other sites or send low power data to their own cell centre users. Within the sub-band allocated to each user, a single-site open loop scheme is utilized. The main difference between this technique and FFR is that this technique is enabled through scheduling. Also, to achieve multi-site diversity, the transmitted data from all the sites should come from the same codebook. Without data sharing, there is no multi-site diversity gain and the only remaining gain is interference avoidance.

Band switching transmit diversity is robust against small timing and frequency mismatch between the cooperating sites. However, it achieves the least possible diversity gain.
3.1.2 Tone switching transmit diversity

This technique is similar to band switching transmit diversity except that the tones from different sites are interlaced along time or frequency direction. Therefore, it achieves higher frequency diversity than the former one. However, it makes it more susceptible to synchronization mismatch between the two sites. Similar to other multi-site TxD schemes, the UE should estimate the channel from all the sites. However, this method induces a coloured noise to neighbouring (non-cooperating) cells.
3.1.3 Space-time/frequency transmit diversity

Similar to single-site transmit diversity, space-time/frequency block codes can achieve high diversity order for all turbo coding rates. However, the total number of antennas in the code increases with the increase in the number of cooperating sites. Hence, bigger S-T/F codes are required. One solution is to reuse the existing transmit diversity schemes and combine single-site S-T/F codes with tone switching similar to the TxD scheme in LTE 4-Tx transmit diversity scheme. Space-tone cooperation between the sites maintains the spectral density of the interference to the neighbouring cells.
3.1.4 Multi-site spatial multiplexing

For UEs with high geometry from more than one site, spatial multiplexing improves the user throughput and also total sector throughput. With multi-site spatial multiplexing, each site sends its own data and there is no need to exchange data between the sites. Moreover, by exploiting a SIC receiver, the total throughput can be further improved. Similar to multi-site TxD schemes, (ignoring the frequency selectivity of channel) the interference to other sites remain white. 
3.2 Closed loop cooperation schemes

With access to the channel state information, closed loop cooperation is available between the sites. Depending on the CSI knowledge type, its accuracy and how much this information is shared between the sites, different cooperation solutions are possible. For TDD systems, the uplink sounding channel provides access to the DL channel coefficients. For FDD systems, this information is collected by the user feedback or uplink AoA in array sites. Although for the array sites, the beam-forming matrix does not change fast even for moderate and high speed users, closed loop cooperation between the sites is sensitive to UE movement and hence is limited to fixed and low speed UEs.
3.2.1 Multi-site beam-forming
Sites with array antennas may use the uplink AoA information for closed loop operation. When two array sites cooperate to send the same data to the UE using beam-forming, a mechanism to ensure constructive addition of the two beams is required. For this purpose, a timing/distance adjustment as well as phase correction is required. For demodulation purposes, the two sites can apply superposition dedicated RS to maintain RS overhead and simple decoding.
3.2.1.1 Timing/distance adjustment

Timing mismatch between the cooperating sites as well as different distance to the UE results in a mismatch between the arrival times of the signal from different times. This timing mismatch results in a linear phase over frequency. A mechanism to estimate the timing error and correcting it is required. 
3.2.1.2 Phase adjustment

After correcting the linear phase between the two beams, the residual phase difference between the two sites needs to be corrected. Unlike the beam-forming precoder which is constant over frequency for each site, the phase difference may change over the band due to residual timing mismatch and channel dispersion. The UE may take one site as the reference and report the phase differences to all other sites.
3.2.2 Multi-site closed loop precoding

When two or more MIMO sites are cooperating, each site applies precoders to the transmitted signal. Similar to multi-site BF, the goal is to make the signal from all participating sites add constructively at the receiver. Multi-site precoding is less sensitive to timing/distance mismatch compared to the multi-site BF because of the frequency selectivity nature of the precoder. Still, timing adjustment should ensure a relatively constant phase from all sites over the precoding report sub-band size.
3.2.2.1 Individual precoding report

The UE may report individual precoding matrices to different sites. This way, the codebook from single-site closed loop is reused. Also, the codeword selection criteria remain the same. However, a phase adjustment between different sites is required similar to multi-site beam-forming.

3.2.2.2 Aggregate precoding report

Here, the UE assumes that all the antennas from all the ports are from the same site and find a precoder that best matches the entire antenna set. The UE finds the precoding matrix using a bigger precoder codebook. Each site uses a portion of the precoding matrix corresponding to its antenna ports for transmitting data to the user. By using only one PMI, there is no need for phase adjustment between the sites.

3.2.3 Closed loop cooperation between array and MIMO sites

The aforementioned techniques for multi-site cooperation can be extended to cooperation between array and MIMO sites.
3.3 Semi closed loop cooperation techniques

As mentioned before, closed loop cooperation techniques are sensitive to UE movement, timing and phase mismatches. They also require higher complexity and feedback overhead compared to single-site closed loop schemes. Open loop cooperation between sites each performing a closed loop transmission to the UE is a reasonable compromise that maintains the feedback overhead and complexity while benefiting from multi-site diversity and closed loop gain. While semi closed loop techniques do not achieve the full cooperation gain, they offer the following advantages.
· Easier implementation by reusing single site feedback signaling and closed loop techniques
· No need for beam phase correction
· No need for fine timing/distance adjustment
· Facilitate cooperation between MIMO and array sites
· More robust against channel aging

· Channel coefficients from the same site age in the same way especially with LoS or array antennas
· More robust against carrier frequency synchronization errors

3.3.1 Multi-site beam-forming transmit diversity

Two or more array sites can cooperate to use a transmit diversity scheme (like the Alamouti code) to send the same data stream to the UE. A coarse timing adjustment is enough for beam-forming transmit diversity and no phase correction is required. The drawback of this method is that the UE needs orthogonal dedicated RS from different sites as independent channel estimation from different sites is needed.
3.3.2 Multi-site closed loop transmit diversity

Similar to multi-site beam-forming transmit diversity, two or more MIMO sites use a space-time code to transmit data to the UE. Again, the sensitivity to timing errors is very low and there is no need for phase adjustment. The system can reuse the single-site closed loop methods.

3.3.3 Multi-site closed-loop/beam-forming SM

Similar to open loop multi-site spatial multiplexing, for high geometry UEs, the cooperating sites send independent data streams to the UE. The UE reports individual precoders to the cooperating sites in the MIMO case. For array antenna setup, the UL AoA information is used for BF purposes. The precoder selection criteria can include minimizing inter-layer interference between different sites. 
3.4 Multi-site multi-user cooperatin
Multi-site single user cooperation improves user throughput and coverage at the expense of lower frequency reuse factor. If two (or more) UEs are in the coverage area of the same two (or more) sites, multi-site multi-user cooperation can improve the user experience while benefiting from multi-user techniques to improve total cell throughput.
Interference alignment technique (also called as X-MIMO) can reduce the interference dimension at the users and hence, increase the total number of layers transmitted to the users [5].  
4 Summary
In this contribution, we provided some study points for the cooperation scenarios between different sites and provided some solutions for further study to be adopted by the LTE-A standard. We studied the cooperation in three categories: open loop, closed loop and semi-closed loop. Backhaul overhead to share data and CSI, RS overhead, feedback overhead, complexity and sensitivity to timing error, distance and phase mismatch are among parameters that need to be addressed for different cooperation solutions.
Table 1 provides some details on the requirements on different algorithms and their expected gain.

Table 1: Cooperation solutions and requirements

	Scheme
	Demodulation RS 
	RS for precoder selection 
	Data exchange
	CSI at transmitter
	Antenna setup
	Note on gain

	Band switching transmit diversity
	Orthogonal
	NA
	None or full for Multi-site diversity
	None
	Both
	Interference avoidance + frequency selective scheduling

	Tone switching transmit diversity
	Orthogonal
	NA
	None or full for Multi-site diversity
	None
	Both
	Interference avoidance + frequency diversity

	Space/Tone transmit diversity
	Orthogonal
	NA
	Full
	None
	Both
	Spatial diversity

	OL SM
	Orthogonal
	NA
	None
	None
	Both
	High throughput  +  SIC

	Multi-site BF
	Superposition dedicated
	NA
	Full
	AoA + phase correction
	Array
	BF gain

	Multi-site CL (individual Precoder)


	Superposition dedicated or orthogonal common
	orthogonal common
	Full
	Individual precoder report + phase correction + timing adjustment
	MIMO
	CL gain

	Multi-site CL (aggregate Precoder)
	Superposition dedicated or orthogonal common
	orthogonal common
	Full
	Collective precoder + timing adjustment 
	MIMO
	CL gain (May need bigger precoder set)

	Heterogeneous multi-site CL/BF
	Superposition dedicated
	orthogonal common
	Full
	AoA (array) + precoder (MIMO) + phase correction + timing adjustment
	Heterogeneous
	BF and CL gain

	Multi-site CL TxD
	orthogonal dedicated or orthogonal common
	orthogonal common
	Full
	Individual precoder (maximize per site power)
	MIMO
	Multi-site diversity + CL gain

	Multi-site BF TxD
	orthogonal dedicated 
	NA
	Full
	AoA
	Array
	Multi-site diversity + BF gain

	Multi-site Heterogeneous TxD
	orthogonal dedicated or orthogonal common
	orthogonal common
	Full
	Individual precoder + AoA
	Both
	Multi-site diversity + CL gain + BF gain

	Multi-site BF SM
	Orthogonal dedicated
	NA
	None
	AoA
	Array
	High Throughput + SIC

	Multi-site closed-loop SM
	orthogonal dedicated or orthogonal common
	orthogonal common
	None
	Individual precoder (minimize interference)
	MIMO
	High Throughput + SIC

	Heterogeneous multi-site SM
	Orthogonal dedicated or common
	orthogonal common
	None
	AoA (array) + precoder (MIMO)
	Heterogeneous
	High throughput + SIC

	X-MIMO
	orthogonal dedicated or orthogonal common
	orthogonal common
	Partial
	Channel coefficients
	MIMO
	Interference alignment + high throughput + SIC
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Summary: In a multiple-antenna system with two transmitters and two receivers, a scenario of data communication, known as the X channel, is studied in which each receiver receives data from both transmitters. In this scenario, it is assumed that each transmit.....


























































































































































Backhaul








PAGE  
1

[image: image1][image: image4.emf]