3GPP TSG RAN WG1 #112		R1-2300397
Athens, Greece, February 27th – March 3rd, 2023

Agenda Item:	9.2.2.1
Source:	Google
Title:	On Evaluation of AI/ML based CSI
Document for:	Discussion/Decision
Introduction
In RAN1 #111, the following agreements on evaluation of AI/ML based CSI have been achieved.
	Working Assumption
The following initial template is considered for companies to report the evaluation results of AI/ML-based CSI compression without generalization/scalability verification
· FFS the description and results for generalization/scalability may need a separate table
· FFS the value or range of payload size X/Y/Z
· FFS the description and results for different training types/cases may need a separate table
· FFS: training related overhead

Table X. Evaluation results for CSI compression without model generalization/scalability, [traffic type], [Max rank value], [RU] [training type/case]
	
	
	Source 1
	
	…

	CSI generation part
	AL/ML model backbone
	
	
	

	
	Pre-processing
	
	
	

	
	Post-processing
	
	
	

	
	FLOPs/M
	
	
	

	
	Number of parameters/M
	
	
	

	
	[Storage /Mbytes]
	
	
	

	CSI reconstruction part
	AL/ML model backbone
	
	
	

	
	[Pre-processing]
	
	
	

	
	[Post-processing]
	
	
	

	
	FLOPs/M
	
	
	

	
	Number of parameters/M
	
	
	

	
	[Storage /Mbytes]
	
	
	

	Common description
	Input type
	
	
	

	
	Output type
	
	
	

	
	Quantization /dequantization method
	
	
	

	Dataset description
	Train/k
	
	
	

	
	Test/k
	
	
	

	
	Ground-truth CSI quantization method
	
	
	

	[Other assumptions/settings agreed to be reported]
	
	
	

	Benchmark
	
	
	

	Intermediate KPI I#1 of benchmark, [layer 1]
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	Intermediate KPI I#1 of benchmark, [layer 2]
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	Gain for intermediate KPI I#1, [layer 1]
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	Gain for intermediate KPI#1, [layer 2]
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	

	Intermediate KPI I#2 of benchmark, [layer 1]
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	Intermediate KPI I#2 of benchmark, [layer 2]
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	Gain for intermediate KPI I#2, [layer 1]
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	Gain for intermediate KPI#2, [layer 2]
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	

	Gain for Mean UPT
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	Gain for 5% UPT
	CSI feedback payload X
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Y
	
	
	

	
	CSI feedback payload Z
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	

	FFS others
	
	
	
	




Agreement
For the evaluation of an example of Type 3 (Separate training at NW side and UE side), the following evaluation cases for sequential training are considered for multi-vendors
· Case 1 (baseline): Type 3 training between one NW part model and one UE part model
· Note 1: Case 1 can be naturally applied to the NW-first training case where 1 NW part model to M>1 separate UE part models
· Companies to report the dataset used between the NW part model and the UE part model, e.g., whether dataset for training UE part model is the same or a subset of the dataset for training NW part model
· Note 2: Case 1 can be naturally applied to the UE-first training case where 1 UE part model to N>1 separate NW part models
· Companies to report the dataset used between the NW part model and the UE part model, e.g., whether dataset for training NW part model is the same or a subset of the dataset for training UE part model
· Companies to report the AI/ML structures for the combination(s) of UE part model and NW part model, which can be the same or different
· FFS: different quantization methods between NW side and UE side
· Case 2: For UE-first training, Type 3 training between one NW part model and M>1 separate UE part models
· Note: Case 2 can be also applied to the M>1 UE part models to N>1 NW part models
· Companies to report the AI/ML structures for the M>1 UE part models and the NW part model
· Companies to report the dataset used at UE part models, e.g., same or different dataset(s) among M UE part models
· Case 3: For NW-first training, Type 3 training between one UE part model and N>1 separate NW part models
· Note: Case 3 can be also applied to the N>1 NW part models to M>1 UE part models
· Companies to report the AI/ML structures for the UE part model and the N>1 NW part models
· Companies to report the dataset used at NW part models, e.g., same or different dataset(s) among N NW part models
· FFS: whether/how to report overhead of dataset


Working Assumption
For the AI/ML based CSI prediction sub use case, the nearest historical CSI w/o prediction as well as non-AI/ML/collaboration level x AI/ML based CSI prediction approach are both taken as baselines for the benchmark of performance comparison, and the specific non-AI/ML/collaboration level x AI/ML based CSI prediction is reported by companies.
· Note: the specific non-AI/ML based CSI prediction is compatible with R18 MIMO; collaboration level x AI/ML based CSI prediction could be implementation based AI/ML compatible with R18 MIMO as an example
· It does not imply any restriction on future specification for CSI prediction
· FFS how to model the simulation cases for collaboration level x CSI prediction and LCM for collaboration level y/z CSI prediction
Agreement
For evaluating the generalization/scalability over various configurations for CSI compression, to achieve the scalability over different input dimensions of CSI generation part (e.g., different bandwidths/frequency granularities, or different antenna ports), the generalization cases of are elaborated as follows
· Case 1: The AI/ML model is trained based on training dataset from a fixed dimension X1 (e.g., a fixed bandwidth/frequency granularity, and/or number of antenna ports), and then the AI/ML model performs inference/test on a dataset from the same dimension X1.
· Case 2: The AI/ML model is trained based on training dataset from a single dimension X1, and then the AI/ML model performs inference/test on a dataset from a different dimension X2.
· Case 3: The AI/ML model is trained based on training dataset by mixing datasets subject to multiple dimensions of X1, X2,..., Xn, and then the AI/ML model performs inference/test on a single dataset subject to the dimension of X1, or X2,…, or Xn.
· Note: For Case 2/3, the solutions to achieve the scalability between Xi and Xj, are reported by companies, including, e.g., pre-processing to angle-delay domain, padding, additional adaptation layer in AI/ML model, etc.
· FFS the verification of fine-tuning
· FFS other additional cases

Agreement
For evaluating the generalization/scalability over various configurations for CSI compression, to achieve the scalability over different output dimensions of CSI generation part (e.g., different generated CSI feedback dimensions), the generalization cases of are elaborated as follows
· Case 1: The AI/ML model is trained based on training dataset from a fixed output dimension Y1 (e.g., a fixed CSI feedback dimension), and then the AI/ML model performs inference/test on a dataset from the same output dimension Y1.
· Case 2: The AI/ML model is trained based on training dataset from a single output dimension Y1, and then the AI/ML model performs inference/test on a dataset from a different output dimension Y2.
· Case 3: The AI/ML model is trained based on training dataset by mixing datasets subject to multiple dimensions of Y1, Y2,..., Yn, and then the AI/ML model performs inference/test on a single dataset of Y1, or Y2,…, or Yn.
· Note: For Case 1/2/3, companies to report whether the output of the CSI generation part is before quantization or after quantization.
· Note: For Case 2/3, the solutions to achieve the scalability between Yi and Yj, are reported by companies, including, e.g., truncation, additional adaptation layer in AI/ML model, etc.
· FFS the verification of fine-tuning
· FFS other additional cases

Agreement
For the evaluation of the high resolution quantization of the ground-truth CSI in the CSI compression, Float32 is adopted as the baseline/upper-bound of performance comparison.


Agreement
For the evaluation of quantization aware/non-aware training, the following cases are considered and reported by companies:
· Case 1: Quantization non-aware training, where the float-format variables are directly passed from CSI generation part to CSI reconstruction part during the training
· Fixed/pre-configured quantization method/parameters is applied for the inference phase
· Companies to report the design of the fixed/pre-configured quantization method/parameters, e.g., quantization resolution, vector quantization codebook, etc.
· Case 2: Quantization aware training, where quantization/dequantization is involved in the training process
· Case 2-1: Fixed/pre-configured quantization method/parameters are applied during the training phase; the same quantization codebook is applied for the inference phase
· Companies to report the design of the fixed/pre-configured quantization method/parameters, e.g., quantization resolution, vector quantization codebook, etc.
· Case 2-2: The quantization method/parameters are updated in together with the AI/ML models during the training; when training is finished, the final quantization codebook is applied for the inference phase
· Companies to report how to update the quantization method/parameters during the training
· Note: the above cases apply for training Type 1/2/3
· Others are not precluded.


Agreement
For the evaluation of an example of Type 3 (Separate training at NW side and UE side) with sequential training, companies to report the set of information (e.g., dataset) shared in Step 2
· For NW-first training
· Dataset construction, e.g., the set of information includes the input and output of the Network side CSI generation part, or includes the output of the Network side CSI generation part only, or other information if applicable.
· Quantization behavior, e.g., whether the shared output of the Network side CSI generation part is before or after quantization.
· For UE-first training
· Dataset construction, e.g., the set of information includes the input and label of the UE side CSI reconstruction part, or includes the input of the UE side CSI reconstruction part only, or other information if applicable.
· Quantization behavior, e.g., whether the shared inputof the UE side CSI reconstruction part is before or after quantization.

Working Assumption
For the AI/ML based CSI prediction sub use case, the following initial template is considered for companies to report the evaluation results of AI/ML-based CSI prediction for the case without generalization/scalability verification
· FFS the description and results for generalization/scalability may need a separate table
· FFS whether/how to capture the muliptle predicted CSI instances and their mapping to slots
Table X. Evaluation results for CSI prediction without model generalization/scalability, [traffic type], [Max rank value], [RU]
	
	
	Source 1
	…

	AI/ML model description
	AL/ML model backbone
	
	

	
	[Pre-processing]
	
	

	
	[Post-processing]
	
	

	
	FLOPs/M
	
	

	
	Parameters/M
	
	

	
	[Storage /Mbytes]
	
	

	
	Input type
	
	

	
	Output type
	
	

	Assumption
	UE speed
	
	

	
	CSI feedback periodicity
	
	

	
	Observation window (number/distance)
	
	

	
	Prediction window (number/distance)
	
	

	
	Whether/how to adopt spatial consistency
	
	

	Dataset size
	Train/k
	
	

	
	Test/k
	
	

	Benchmark 1
	
	

	Intermediate KPI #1 of Benchmark 1
	
	
	

	Gain for intermediate KPI#1 over Benchmark 1
	
	
	

	Intermediate KPI #2 of Benchmark 1
	
	
	

	Gain for intermediate KPI#2 over Benchmark 1
	
	
	

	Gain for eventual KPI (Benchmark 1)
	Mean UPT
	
	

	
	5% UPT
	
	

	Benchmark 2
	
	

	Intermediate KPI #1 of Benchmark 2
	
	
	

	Gain for intermediate KPI#1 over Benchmark 2
	
	
	

	Intermediate KPI #2 of Benchmark 2
	
	
	

	Gain for intermediate KPI#2 over Benchmark 2
	
	
	

	Gain for eventual KPI (Benchmark 2)
	Mean UPT
	
	

	
	5% UPT
	
	

	FFS others
	
	
	



Agreement
For evaluating the generalization/scalability over various configurations for CSI compression, to achieve the scalability over different input/output dimensions, companies to report which case(s) in the following are evaluated
· Case 0 (benchmark for comparison): One CSI generation part with fixed input and output dimensions to 1 CSI reconstruction part with fixed input and output dimensions for each of the different input and/or output dimensions.
· Case 1: One CSI generation part with scalable input and/or output dimensions to N>1 separate CSI reconstruction parts each with fixed and different output and/or input dimensions
· Case 2: M>1 separate CSI generation parts each with fixed and different input and/or output dimensions to one CSI reconstruction part with scalable output and/or input dimensions
· Case 3: A pair of CSI generation part with scalable input/output dimensions and CSI reconstruction part with scalable output and/or input dimensions
Agreement
For the evaluation of the high resolution quantization of the ground-truth CSI in the CSI compression, if R16 Type II-like method is considered, companies to report the R16 Type II parameters with specified or new/larger values to achieve higher resolution of the ground-truth CSI labels, e.g., L,, , reference amplitude, differential amplitude, phase, etc.




In this contribution, we provide some discussion on evaluation of AI/ML based CSI.
CSI compression
In RAN1 #110b, the following agreement on CSI compression has been achieved.
	Agreement
For the evaluation of the AI/ML based CSI compression sub use cases, at least the following types of AI/ML model input (for CSI generation part)/output (for CSI reconstruction part) are considered for evaluations
· Raw channel matrix, e.g., channel matrix with the dimensions of Tx, Rx, and frequency unit
· Companies to report the raw channel is in frequency domain or delay domain
· Precoding matrix
· Companies to report the precoding matrix is a group of eigenvector(s) or an eType II-like reporting (i.e., eigenvectors with angular-delay domain representation)
· Other input/output types are not precluded
· Companies to report the combination of input (for CSI generation part) and output (for CSI reconstruction part), 
· Note: the input and output may be of different types




In this agreement, two types of input are listed as the examples: raw channel matrix H, and the eigenvectors of the ray channel matrix V. If raw channel matrix is used as input, the eigenvectors calculation operation needs to be done in gNB side, which could increase the complexity in gNB side. In addition, raw channel matrix contains some unnecessary information for precoder selection, which may lead to higher feedback overhead compared to eigenvectors based operation. However, if eigenvectors are used as input, UE needs to perform the SVD for channel matrix, which could be N3 SVDs for a matrix with the dimension like 4x32, where N3 indicates the number of subbands.
Thus no matter whether raw channel matrix or eigenvectors of the raw channel matrix would be used, the N3 SVDs for a matrix with the dimension like 4x32 needs to be implemented either in gNB side or UE side. The complexity for such operation could be quite high.
One possible way to make the CSI compression more practical is to reduce the dimension of the matrix for eigenvector calculation, where the input eigenvectors can be calculated as follows:

Where N indicates the number of CSI-RS resource elements for subband S;  is the estimated channel based on CSI-RS at resource element k; W1 is wideband SD basis, which can be the same as the Type2 codebook. Then the dimension of SVD can be reduced from 4x32 into 4x4 (assuming number of beams for SD basis L=2, number of CSI-RS ports is 32 and number of Rx ports is 4), which can simplify the UE complexity quite a lot.
Proposal 1: The study of the input of CSI compression should prioritize the input based on the eigenvectors of the raw channel with a wideband precoder selected as SD basis, e.g. HW1. 
CSI prediction 
In RAN1 #110b, the following agreement on the input of CSI prediction was achieved.
	Conclusion
If the AI/ML based CSI prediction sub use case is to be selected as a sub use case, both of the following types of AI/ML model input are considered for evaluations:
· Raw channel matrixes
· Eigenvector(s)



As discussed in CSI compression, a more practical way is to use the eigenvectors of the wideband precoded channel as the input instead of the eigenvectors for each subband channel. Compared to calculating the eigenvectors for each subband channel, calculating the eigenvectors of the wideband precoded channel could require less UE complexity. Therefore, the further study of the CSI prediction should focus on the input based on the eigenvectors of the wideband precoded channel. 
In addition, currently the Type1 codebook is widely implemented, which is a mandatory feature for Rel-15 UE. The CSI prediction should also consider the Type1 codebook as the starting point. The output for the CSI prediction could the predicted PMI based on a Type1 codebook. Then the CSI prediction could become a classification issue instead of a regression issue. Moreover, with the help of the CSI prediction, the UE can also predict the CSI dwelling time, which could be much helpful for the network to determine when to trigger the CSI feedback. Thus, it is necessary to study the CSI prediction with CSI dwelling time as the output.
Proposal 2: The study of the input of CSI prediction should prioritize the input based on the eigenvectors of the raw channel with a wideband precoder selected as SD basis, e.g. HW1.
Proposal 3: Study the following output of CSI prediction:
· Predicted RI/PMI based on Type1 codebook
· Predicted CSI dwelling time
Conclusion
In this contribution, we provided discussion on evaluation of AI/ML based CSI compression. Based on the discussion, the following proposals have been achieved.
Proposal 1: Study the input of CSI compression based on the eigenvectors of the raw channel with a wideband precoder selected as SD basis, e.g. HW1. 
Proposal 2: The study of the input of CSI prediction should prioritize the input based on the eigenvectors of the raw channel with a wideband precoder selected as SD basis, e.g. HW1.
Proposal 3: Study the following output of CSI prediction:
· Predicted RI/PMI based on Type1 codebook
· Predicted CSI dwelling time
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