3GPP TSG RAN WG1 #106-e		                               R1-2107462
e-Meeting, August 16th – 27th, 2021

Agenda Item:	8.14.2
Source: 	LG Electronics
Title: 	Discussion on evaluation methodologies for XR
[bookmark: Source][bookmark: Title][bookmark: DocumentFor]Document for:	Discussion and decision
1. Introduction
In RAN#86 meeting, RAN1 Rel-17 study item was approved for XR evaluation for NR [1]. The objective of the study item is as follows.
	The following applications are to be considered as starting points for this study: 
· VR1: “Viewport dependent streaming”
· VR2: “Split Rendering: Viewport rendering with Time Warp in device”
· AR1: “XR Distributed Computing”
· AR2: “XR Conversational”
· CG: Cloud Gaming
Note: Use cases in quotes are from TR26.928.

The following traffic parameters for the different applications are to be considered as starting point for the study:
Traffic characteristics:
· UL and DL File Size distribution (e.g., Pareto with given parameters)
· UL and DL File arrival time distribution (e.g., Periodic every 1/60 seconds)
Traffic requirements: 
· Round-trip-time or UL and DL one-way Packet delay budget (PDB)
· UL and DL Packet error rate (PER)

The objective of this study item are as follows:

1. Confirm XR and Cloud Gaming applications of interest
2. Identify the traffic model for each application of interest taking outcome of SA WG4 work as input, including considering different upper layer assumptions, e.g. rendering latency, codec compression capability etc.
3. Identify evaluation methodology to assess XR and CG performance along with identification of KPIs of interest for relevant deployment scenarios
4. Once traffic model and evaluation methodologies are agreed, carry out performance evaluations towards characterization of identified KPIs 
 
Note 1: eURLLC SI/WI work relevant to XR should be taken into consideration.
Note 2: Traffic model for the performance evaluation shall be based on the standardization in SA WG4 


As shown in the objective above, traffic model for the performance evaluation in the RAN1 study item should be based on the output of SA WG4, where XR system design model and the corresponding traffic model are under development in the study item ‘Feasibility Study on Typical Traffic Characteristics for XR Services and other Media’ [2]. In this study item, the information, such as content format, codecs and protocol, for XR service and traffic characteristics on IP uplink and downlink in terms of packet sizes, and temporal characteristics is in under study. The following XR services have been studied as initial services, but not limited to
· Viewport independent Streaming
· Viewport dependent Streaming 
· Raster-based Split Rendering 
· Cloud gaming
· MTSI-based XR conversational services
RAN1 has started the study item work from RAN1#103-e meeting [3], where the work is initially focused on the evaluation assumptions including XR applications, traffic model and evaluation methodology.

1. Discussion
Regarding coverage evaluation, the following note was captured in the Chairman’s Note in RAN1#105-e meeting.
	For companies to further study and if necessary, discuss in RAN1#106-e
(Coverage evaluation methodology) For XR/CG in DL or UL, coverage is defined to be the A-percentile point in CDF of Coupling gain for the “satisfied” UEs, with #UEs per cell = B, for a given XR application (AR/VR/CG) in a given deployment scenario (DU/InH/UMa)
· A = [5], other value can also be reported
· FFS: Value of B, e.g. B = 1, capacity, etc.
· Note: Coupling gain for coverage evaluation is defined as the ratio of received and transmitted power measured in dB, and includes antenna gains, path loss, shadowing, indoor- or body loss, etc. Example of coupling gain can refer to TR 37.910.
An alternate method could be to use the “traditional” method such as what is used in the CE study/work item.


We think it is a reasonable scoping that we focus on the capacity and power evaluation in Rel-17 XR_eval SI, but we are open for further discussion on the XR-specific coverage evaluation as the results may be useful if it is based on the XR traffic models with the XR-specific QoS requirement and the user experience. 
For the #UEs per cell (B) for coverage evaluation, we can consider both B = 1 and B = capacity as a starting point for further discussion in RAN1#106-e meeting. 
The discussions in the previous meeting somehow focused on the details of evaluation methodology, but we think it would be beneficial if we can have some time to draw consensus among companies on the objective of this coverage evaluation. For instance, the importance of uplink has been emphasized in coverage considerations for XR and Cloud Gaming in the Justification part of the SID (relevant part copied below from the SID), but we haven’t discussed how this is going to be addressed in our evaluation and which parameters need to be collected for this.
	Coverage Considerations for XR and Cloud Gaming
Some XR and Cloud Gaming applications can require high-throughput and low-latency on the uplink. The performance of 5G on the uplink at the cell edge can be much different compared to performance at the cell-centre. The power limitations on the XR device can make this issue even more acute.
As such, coverage, particularly that of uplink, is an important factor for XR and Cloud Gaming.



Perhaps, we can discuss this in parallel with the discussion on the evaluation metric.
Proposal 1: Further discuss the objective of coverage evaluation for XR and the coverage evaluation methodology with the following note from the Chairman’s Notes in RAN1#105-e as a starting point:
For companies to further study and if necessary, discuss in RAN1#106-e
(Coverage evaluation methodology) For XR/CG in DL or UL, coverage is defined to be the A-percentile point in CDF of Coupling gain for the “satisfied” UEs, with #UEs per cell = B, for a given XR application (AR/VR/CG) in a given deployment scenario (DU/InH/UMa)
· A = [5], other value can also be reported
· FFS: Value of B, e.g. B = 1, capacity, etc.
· Note: Coupling gain for coverage evaluation is defined as the ratio of received and transmitted power measured in dB, and includes antenna gains, path loss, shadowing, indoor- or body loss, etc. Example of coupling gain can refer to TR 37.910.
An alternate method could be to use the “traditional” method such as what is used in the CE study/work item.
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The following agreement was made in RAN1#103-e meeting regarding prioritization of the combinations of deployment scenarios and applications.
	Agreement:
It is to be further discussed how to prioritize the combinations of deployment scenarios and applications after traffic models for each application are stable.



Even if the draft XR evaluation result template is flexible enough to capture almost all the combinations of deployment scenarios and applications, we still think prioritization among combinations of deployment scenarios and applications is needed to reduce the RAN1 workload and to draw conclusions based on the importance or relevance of the applications and the deployment scenarios of those applications in the TR. We suggest the following prioritizations.
Proposal 2: 
· For VR1 and VR2 applications, Indoor hotspot is prioritized
· For AR1 and AR2, Dense urban and Urban macro are prioritized
· For CG, Dense urban [and Indoor hotspot] is[/are] prioritized
· FR1 is prioritized for some of combinations of deployment scenarios and applications, e.g., AR1 and AR2

AR requires and benefits most from the power saving techniques among XR applications due to its compact form factor. As shown in the Table below copied from [4], according to the study in SA4, XR device types XR5G-A1, XR5G-A2, and XR5G-A5 have smaller maximum available powers compared to phone type devices. All of these are AR glasses that have some issues in thermal dissipation due to its device geometry. As the AR is the application in which the power consumption is the most critical and the usage scenarios of these AR glasses are not limited to the indoors, we suggest to prioritize AR in Dense urban and Urban macro deployment scenarios. If further reduction in simulation runs is desired, prioritizing FR1 over FR2 can also be considered.
	XR Type 
Number
	XR Device Type
Name
	Tethering
Examples
	5G Uu Modem
	XR Engine Localization
	Power Supply
	Typical Max Avail Power

	XR5G-P1
	Phone
	n/a
	XR device
	XR device or split
	Internal
	3-5 W

	XR5G-V1
	Simple VR Viewer wired tethering 
	USB-C
	External
	External
	External
	2-5 W

	XR5G-V2
	Simple VR Viewer wireless tethering
	802.11ad/y, 5G sidelink, etc.
	External
	External
	Internal
	2-3 W

	XR5G-V3
	Smart VR Viewer wireless tethering
	802.11ad/y, 5G sidelink, etc.
	External
	XR device or Split
	Internal
	2-3 W

	XR5G-V4
	VR HMD Standalone
	n/a
	XR device
	XR device or Split
	Internal
	3-7 W

	XR5G-A1
	Simple AR Wearable Glass wired tethering
	USB-C
	External
	External
	External
	1-3 W

	XR5G-A2
	Simple AR Wearable Glass wireless tethering
	802.11ad/y, 5G sidelink. etc.
	External
	External
	Internal
	0.5 – 2 W

	XR5G-A3
	Smart AR HMD see-through standalone
	n/a 
	XR device
	XR device or Split
	Internal
	3-7 W

	XR5G-A4
	AR Wearable Glass standalone
	n/a
	XR device
	XR device or Split
	Internal
	2 - 4 W 

	XR5G-A5
	Smart AR Wearable Glass wireless tethering
	802.11ad/y, 5G sidelink. etc.
	External
	XR device or Split
	Internal
	0.5 – 2 W


Proposal 3: For power consumption evaluation, prioritize AR in Dense urban and Urban macro deployment scenarios
· FR1 is prioritized over FR2

1. Summary
In this paper, we discussed further aspects on evaluation methodologies for RAN1 study on XR operation in NR. Proposals and observations in this paper are summarized below.
Proposal 1: Further discuss the objective of coverage evaluation for XR and the coverage evaluation methodology with the following note from the Chairman’s Notes in RAN1#105-e as a starting point:
For companies to further study and if necessary, discuss in RAN1#106-e
(Coverage evaluation methodology) For XR/CG in DL or UL, coverage is defined to be the A-percentile point in CDF of Coupling gain for the “satisfied” UEs, with #UEs per cell = B, for a given XR application (AR/VR/CG) in a given deployment scenario (DU/InH/UMa)
· A = [5], other value can also be reported
· FFS: Value of B, e.g. B = 1, capacity, etc.
· Note: Coupling gain for coverage evaluation is defined as the ratio of received and transmitted power measured in dB, and includes antenna gains, path loss, shadowing, indoor- or body loss, etc. Example of coupling gain can refer to TR 37.910.
An alternate method could be to use the “traditional” method such as what is used in the CE study/work item.
Proposal 2: 
· For VR1 and VR2 applications, Indoor hotspot is prioritized
· For AR1 and AR2, Dense urban and Urban macro are prioritized
· For CG, Dense urban [and Indoor hotspot] is[/are] prioritized
· FR1 is prioritized for some of combinations of deployment scenarios and applications, e.g., AR1 and AR2
Proposal 3: For power consumption evaluation, prioritize AR in Dense urban and Urban macro deployment scenarios
· FR1 is prioritized over FR2
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