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5.3.3.7 CPCH Status Indication Channel (CSICH)

The CSICH is a Status broadcast channel used to carry Free Indications (FI). Free Indicator FIi corresponds to signature i which corresponds to a PCPCH. 

Figure 22 illustrates the frame structure of the CSICH. Two CSICH frames of total length 20 ms consist of 15 access slots (AS), each of length 20 symbols (5120 chips). Each access slot consists of two parts, an Free-Indicator (FI) part and an empty part.

The FI-part of the access slot is generated the same manner as the AI of AICH. The empty part of the access slot consists of 4 zeros. The phase reference for the CSICH is the CPICH.
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Figure 22: Structure of CPCH Status Indication Channel (CSICH)

The Free Indicators will be broadcast on CSICH consecutively starting from AS#0. After all indicators are sent, there will be a OFF period equivalent to an Access Slot. The new cycle begins after the OFF period. 
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