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1	Introduction
The current planning foresees the first F2F RAN plenary meeting to be RAN#93 (13 - 16 September 2021). This document considers the feasibility of this timing.

2	Discussion
We are eager to restart F2F meetings as soon as this is feasible. However, the question is whether the conditions will allow a RAN F2F meeting by September 2021. We will take a look at some factors that may influence this. This is not meant to be exhaustive or complete.

COVID-19 vaccinations have started in many parts of the world, but not everywhere, and progress in many countries is still slow. From recent press articles we learn e.g.:
-	Japan: <<1% of the population received first vaccination dose as of 5 March
-	Korea: <1% of the population received first vaccination dose as of 9 March
-	Germany: 6% of the population received first vaccination dose as of 7 March.
-	France: 6% of the population received first vaccination dose as of 9 March

Different countries also have different answers to the question when everyone can be vaccinated. Again from recent press articles, we learn that governments make different promises, e.g.:
-	USA: Expected return to (relative) normality by 4 July - IF everyone follows the rules AND enough people get vaccinated
-	UK: Promise that everyone over 18 will be offered a first vaccination dose by 31 July.
-	Germany: Promise that everyone who wants, will get vaccinated by "end of summer".
-	Many other governments have not made any promise on a timing when everyone (who wants) will be able to get vaccinated

Recent developments are not so positive. Some governments are at the moment of writing stopping the use of one of the vaccines (at least temporarily) due to concerns over side effects, and some of the pharmaceutical companies have announced lower amounts of vaccines to be available than originally expected. Both developments lead to a lower possible vaccination rate.

A number of airlines have indicated that in future they will likely require proof of vaccination before passengers are allowed to board. One unresolved problem here is a standardised 'vaccination passport' that is secure enough to be accepted by most countries. There are some initiatives in this direction (e.g. EU 'digital green pass' and Qantas' CommonPass digital health app), but so far nothing is expected to be available soon that will be widely accepted on a worldwide scale. In particular, it seems unlikely that such a digital vaccination passport will exist and be widely accepted by September.

Most countries are currently not admitting people from 'other' areas, unless they are on "essential" travel. This is likely to continue to be the case for some time. Japan for example recently announced already that it will not allow visitors to the Olympic Games (end of July-early August).

The "3rd COVID-19 wave" has now started to hit many countries, which have had to shelve their plans to reduce their COVID-19 related restrictions as a consequence. As a result, it has become even more unclear when it will be possible to reduce the restrictions, leaving many uncertainties for the months ahead.

Finally, even if travel will be possible by September, and countries will allow people to enter, it is highly likely that countries will continue to insist on social distancing rules, which will hamper the organisation of events with a large number of people such as 3GPP plenary meetings. There are experiments, such as those by Fieldlab(*), the results of which may help with the organisation of such events, but there is not much experience yet.
* Some links on the Fieldlab experiments and its results:
Successful conference for 500 in Utrecht theatre opens new act on running Covid-safe events
Participant in Fieldlab experiment tests positive for Covid-19

3	Proposals
Although the COVID-19 situation is changing on a daily basis, from the above it seems likely that there will be serious obstacles to having a F2F RAN meeting in September. 
We therefore reluctantly conclude that we should at least prepare for RAN#93 to be an electronic meeting also. Of course, if it later turns out that it can be an F2F meeting after all and EF3 (the designated organiser) is still able to organise it at that point, we would be very happy, but at this moment we have some doubt.
Proposal 1: Prepare for RAN#93 to be an electronic meeting RAN#93e.

