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[bookmark: _Ref129681862][bookmark: _Ref124589705]Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]In RAN#86 meeting, the study item of NR sidelink relay had been agreed in [1]. Furthermore, the study item began in RAN2 #111e and would take up 4 TUs in 2 meetings in the original plan. However, according to the progress after the first RAN2 meeting discussion, some workload issues based on the current schedule have been investigated. In this contribution, we will further discuss the workload issues of this SI and give our proposal to solve the issues.
Discussion
[bookmark: _Ref129681832]In RAN2#111e, the rapporteur submitted the draft work plan in [2], with the assumption that there would be three RAN2 SI meetings. In details, for the first RAN2 meeting, the expected progress should be:
1. Scenario clarification 
2. TR skeleton;
3. LS to SA3 for security;
4. Easy topics: 
a) Relay (re-)selection criterion and procedure; 
b) Relay/Remote UE authorization 
c) Discovery
5. Hard topics: 
a) Protocol stack (UP/CP) for L2/3 Relay
b) Service continuity: potential solutions for L2/L3 relay
Targeting on the expected progress, some but not all of the listed issues have been addressed and settled in the first SI meeting. For other topics which are either no consensus can be made due to divergent view among companies, or not discussed due to no more available time left, such as Relay (re-)selection criterion and procedure, as well as Discovery, these related issues have to be postponed until next meeting .
Observation 1: The draft work plan was made under the assumption that there would be three RAN2 SI meetings.
Observation 2: The discussion of some listed issues in the work plan for the first RAN2 meeting does not have any outcome and these issues would be postponed to next RAN2 meeting.
However, it is likely to have only one RAN2 meeting in Q4 2020 based on the current arrangement.  If the completion of this SI is kept in December 2020, there will be only one RAN2 meeting left for this SI. In this case, the work load listed in the work plan for the rest of two SI meetings have to be squeezed into one remaining meeting, which is already a quite impossible task. To make matters worse, some listed issues which are mentioned previously in the work plan for the first RAN2 meeting have to be postponed to the potential final RAN2 meeting.
Observation 3: There is not sufficient time to handle all the open issues in this SI if the targeted completion date of this SI is set to December 2020.  
As a consequence, targeting on the limited TU allocation issue for NR sidelink relay, RAN should address this issue and consider to postpone the completion of NR sidelink relay SI to March, 2021, or later, where it will give RAN2 at least one more meeting for SI discussion.
Proposal 1: RAN should address the limited TU allocation issue for NR sidelink relay and consider to postpone the completion of NR sidelink relay SI to March, 2021.
Conclusions
In this contribution, we have analyze the limited TU allocation for NR sidelink relay SI, a brunch of observations and proposals are given below:
Observation 1: The draft work plan was made under the assumption that there would be three RAN2 SI meetings.
Observation 2: The discussion of some listed issues in the work plan for the first RAN2 meeting does not have any outcome and these issues would be postponed to next RAN2 meeting.
Observation 3: There is not sufficient time to handle all the open issues in this SI if the targeted completion date of this SI is set to December 2020.  
Proposal 1: RAN should address the limited TU allocation issue for NR sidelink relay and consider to postpone the completion of NR sidelink relay SI to March, 2021.
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