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1	Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc415085486][bookmark: _Toc503902285]During TSG RAN#87e and RAN#88e it was discussed how COVID-19 impacts Release 17 schedule. RAN#87e agreed to postpone the schedule for 3 months and no further changes were done in RAN#88e. Since it now looks like physical meetings could be resuming only in 2nd of 2021 (earliest), it makes sense to address the expected Release 17 timeline further. We have seen also more activity in RAN WG level for Release 17 items to evaluate the progress achieved.
2	Discussion
The start of the Release 17 topics was postponed to May 2020, with only a few study items having initial discussion in RAN1 side. More topics were started during August e-meetings, especially in RAN1 side, some also in RAN2 and RAN3. The time available for Release 17 has been still rather limited since time will still be needed for Release 16, as in some cases all Release 16 corrections could not be even handled.
While e-meetings are expected to reach some progress, especially in the beginning of the Release 17 discussions (topic introduction), the expected efficiency is later foreseen to be less than in a physical meeting. 
For the study item realistic finalization target, it is suggested to adjust all recently started study items to be completed in March 2021. Aiming for too rapid conclusions in e-meetings leads otherwise to very wide work item scope when there is not enough time to develop the study item finalization. Naturally the situation with individual study items needs to be checked on a case by case basis.
Proposal 1: Extend the recently started study items to have finalization for March 2021. 
Taking into account the expected lack of physical meetings until mid 2021 at least, it is proposed to adjust the Release 17 schedule by allowing extra 6 months for the milestones, including RAN1 freeze, stage 3 freeze for RAN2/3 as well as for ASN.1 freeze and RAN4 finalization. The biggest challenge lately has been especially the progress in RAN4 side.
Proposal 2: Agree the new revised Release 17 schedule, with 6 months delay, with ASN.1 deadline for June 2022. 
3	Conclusions
In this contribution, we discussed the revised Release 17 schedule. Now more Release 17 topics have started compared to RAN#88 situation proving better visibility on achieved progress level. As it now looks like that we are still in the e-meeting phase until mid 2021, it is proposed to extend the Release 17 milestone 6 months from the current plan so that ASN.1. freeze would be targeted for June 2022. Naturally alignment with TSG SA/CT should be ensured. TSG RAN#89e is suggested to agree on the following proposals.
Proposal 1: Extend the recently started study items to have finalization for March 2021. 
Proposal 2: Agree the new revised Release 17 schedule, with 6 months delay, with ASN.1 deadline for June 2022.
