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Introduction  
At RAN #88e, the Rel-16 specifications were declared complete [1]; however, it was with the understanding that the baseline for commercialization would be a later, possibly the September (16.3.x) version. This tentative understanding should be confirmed. 
In this contribution we give our view regarding this topic 

Discussion
The current status of the specifications in RAN1 and RAN2 is the following: 

· RAN1​
· The specification stabilized enough at RAN1#102e, so that the September version can be baseline for commercial deployments​

· RAN2
· RAN2 applied non-backward compatible ASN.1 changes in RAN2#111e meeting, i.e. on top of June version of RRC specification
· Critical errors were found in the release-16 ASN.1, for which non-backward compatible corrections were necessary
· RAN2 then took the decision to allow non-backward compatible ASN.1 changes in the meeting
· RAN2 specifications are considered stable after RAN2#111e meeting.

    

Going forward, ASN.1 backward compatibility should be strictly maintained.
However, as it has been discussed in the past, ASN.1 backward compatibility is not a sufficient condition to meet functional backward compatibility. 
In order to achieve functional backward compatibility, for each change proposed after September, it needs to be assessed whether gNBs implementing post-September changes can interoperate with UEs implementing the September specification version, and conversely, whether UEs implementing post-September changes can interoperate with gNB implementing the September specification version (with emphasis on the former). 
Similar consideration will have to be given to PC5 functionality. 


Based on the above, we propose RAN to take the following agreements:

Proposal: 
· Non-backward ASN.1 changes should be avoided after RAN#89e
· Backward compatibility is carefully assessed for corrections after RAN#89e
· Functional backward incompatibility must be avoided​

Conclusions

The following proposals have been made: 

Proposal: 
· Non-backward ASN.1 changes should be avoided after RAN#89e
· Backward compatibility is carefully assessed for corrections after RAN#89e
· Functional backward incompatibility must be avoided​


In order to achieve functional backward compatibility, for each change proposed after September, it needs to be assessed whether gNBs implementing post-September changes can interoperate with UEs implementing the September specification version, and conversely, whether UEs implementing post-September changes can interoperate with gNB implementing the September specification version (with emphasis on the former). 
Similar consideration will have to be given to PC5 functionality. 


1 References
1. RP-201396, “Draft report of electronic meeting RAN #88e held 29.06.-03.07.2020”, ETSI MCC
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