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Introduction & Discussion
RAN#84 discussed the question of SFN alignment in Rel-15 NR Dual Connectivity based on [1, 2, 3] and noted the following:

after offline discussion: no way forward
conclusion: discussion can be taken up in RAN1 again but not much online time will be used so try to solve this before the RAN1 meeting; if no progress we can take it up at RAN #85 again

RAN1#98 took the discussion up based on [4, 5, 6], but was unable to conclude and reported the status in an LS to RAN [7]:

There is no consensus in RAN1 on how to clarify what synchronous in synchronous NR-DC means in Rel-15, although it is commonly understood in RAN1 that synchronous means at least slot-level synchronization

A possibility of having two UE capabilities was brought up in RAN#84, one requiring SFN-alignment, another not requiring one. This would not help the system deployment that needs to be able to support the least common denominator of the UE capabilities, and thus there should be no such division of UE types.

Further, requiring the network to SFN-align cells across frequency ranges is setting a new requirement to the network deployments and operations, while the benefit has remained unclear.
Conclusion
Proposal: RAN should not introduce a new requirement for the deployment and operation and mandate SFN-alignment across cells for NR-DC
Proposal: RAN should refrain from introducing new NR-DC UE capabilities for UE type needing SFN alignment 
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