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1	Introduction
This contribution discusses the expected work needed for the architecture option 4, on top of the architecture options 3 and 2, and handling of the architecture option 4 in Release 15.
2	Option 4 required work
The current work has been focusing on the architecture option 3, with the first full set of specifications expected to be approved in this meeting. Afterwards the focus will be in option 2, as discussed in RAN#77.
For the option 4, on top of architecture option 2. the following additions would be needed:
· For the interface between gNB and NG-Core, there seems no additional work to be needed
· For the L1 between UE and gNB, there seems no additional work to be needed
· For the RRC signalling between UE and gNB, the additional elements would seem to be:
· UE capability (informing the UE is capable of dual connectivity with LTE, RAN2 work)
· Providing UE the LTE parameters (in a container, with parameters well known from the LTE specifications already beforehand, RAN2 work)
· The dual connectivity procedures would need to be checked, if there would be some changes needed for the details introduced for the option 3 case (RAN2 & RAN3 work)
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Figure 1. Options 2 and 4.

Observation 1: In our view, the extra effort for the option 4 (on top of the option 2) needed is straightforward and relatively limited.
With this being the case, and once the option 2 work progresses during Q1/2018, it is suggested to further evaluate in TSG RAN#79 if the option 4 could be:
· Considered to be covered in connection with the option 2 finalization June/September 2018.

Proposal 1:
Reconsider the option 4 priority to allow progress immediately after the corresponding areas of option 2 have been completed, with evaluation of the progress in TSG RAN#79 in March 2018. 
 
3	Conclusion
In order to maximise the practical performance of the Release 15 5G, it is proposed to:
Reconsider the option 4 priority to allow it progressing immediately after the corresponding areas of option 2 have been completed, with evaluation of the progress in TSG RAN#79 in March 2018. 
image1.emf
Option 2 | SA NR with 5GC

Option 4 | NSA NR+LTE with 5GC

NR

5GC

LTE

NR

5GC


