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1
Introduction
In RAN#75, several new study item proposals for NR Rel-15 were approved [1-6]. In RAN#76, with the consideration to focus on NR WI to ensure its on-time completion, the starting times of [1-6] were postponed by one quarter, while their completion dates largely unchanged. In this contribution, we discuss the necessity to keep the work plans, i.e., starting date and completion date, of the study items revised in RAN#76.
2
Availability of RAN1 TUs for NR SIDs
Since the approval of NR WI [7], there have been four working group level meetings. Before December 2017, three more working group level meetings are scheduled. In our companion papers [8-9], remaining issues are listed, under the groups of essential and less-essential. While down-scoping those less-essential features may save a bit of time units (TUs), the major portion of RAN1 TUs would be spent on remaining details of designs for essential features. Looking back the progress so far on NR, it seems that there is room for further improving the efficiency of online time, e.g., to focus on only essential aspects, and organize the agenda items to be able to cover both the depth and breadth of a topic. 
It is noted that all the approved NR SIDs [1-6] are to be carried out in a “slow-start” mode, meaning that time units for each of working group level meetings in 4th quarter of 2017 are very limited, i.e., 1 TU per each SI. If we count them all, the sum of RAN1 TUs of NR SIDs would be around 4 which is considerably less than that of NR WI. As analyzed above, it is possible to improve the TU efficiency for NR WI. Such efficiency improvement needs not to be dramatic, given the bulk of total TUs for NR WI. Even with a small improvement, quite a number of TUs can be saved for NR WI. Therefore, it is our view that the starting time for NR SIDs (already postponed compared to the original versions approved in RAN#75) should be kept, in order to ensure good quality of the study items and their on-time completion in Rel-15.
3
Conclusion

RAN1 TU availability for approved Rel-15 NR SIDs in 4th quarter of 2017 was analyzed. Below is the proposal: 
Proposal 1: to stick to the work plan of revised SIDs agreed in RAN#76.
References
[1] 3GPP RP-170829, New SI: Study on 5G non-orthogonal multiple access, RAN#75
[2] 3GPP RP-170828, New SI: Study on NR-based access to unlicensed spectrum, RAN#75
[3] 3GPP RP-170717, New SI: Study on NR to support non-terrestrial networks, RAN#75.
[4] 3GPP RP-170837, New SI proposal: Study on evaluation methodology of new V2X use cases for LTE and NR, RAN#75.
[5] 3GPP RP-170831, New SI: Integrated access and backhaul for NR, RAN#75.
[6] 3GPP RP-170832, New SID: Study on self-evaluation towards IMT-2020 submission, RAN#75.
[7] 3GPP RP-170847, New WI on new radio access technology, RAN#75.
[8] 3GPP RP-171719, Working procedure and organization of NR WID, RAN#77.
[9] 3GPP RP-171720, Discussion on working scope of NR WID, RAN#77.
1 / 1

