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Ref. 42/05/ATU/RC-17 
Nairobi, 16.05.2017 

 
To: 

Mr Balazs Bertenyi, Chairman, 3GPP TSG RAN 
Mr Xutao Zhou, Chairman, 3GPP TSG RAN WG4 

 
Subject: Standardisation of a new E-UTRA band 
 
Dear chairmen of 3GPP TSG RAN and 3GPP TSG RAN WG4, 
 
Founded in 1977, the African Telecommunications Union (ATU) is a partnership between public 
and private stakeholders in the information and communication technology (ICT) sector. 
 
ATU provides a forum for stakeholders involved in ICT to formulate effective policies and 
strategies aimed at improving access to information infrastructure and services. In addition, the 
Union represents the interests of its members at global decision-making conferences and 
promotes initiatives aimed at integrating regional markets, attracting investment into ICT 
infrastructure, and building institutional and human capacity. 
 
The mission of the Union is to promote the rapid development of info-communications in Africa 
in order to achieve universal access, and full inter-country connectivity. The Union envisions an 
Africa that is empowered as a full and active participant in the global information and 
knowledge society. 
 
ATU currently has 45 Member States and 34 Associate Members (comprising fixed/ mobile 
telecom operators, satellite operators, and industry associations). 
 
The 3300 – 3600 MHz band is key for the development of IMT systems in Africa.  The band has 
been allocated at the World Radio Conference 2015 (WRC15) to mobile systems in several 
countries in the three ITU regions according to footnotes 5.429, 5.429A, 5.429C and 5.429E to 
the ITU Radio Regulations. It has also been identified for IMT, in accordance to footnotes 
5.429B, 5.429D and 5.429F in many other countries notably 33 African states. The 3300 – 3400 
MHz block is currently unused in most of the continent, and the few existing services will be 
migrated to a different band. Following the WRC-15 identification for IMT, several of the 
countries listed in footnote 5.429B are updating their National Frequency Allocation Tables to 
account for the new designation.  
 
The 3400 – 3600 MHz block has a primary allocation to mobile services and identification for 
IMT in the whole of ITU Region 1. In Africa, the band is often used to provide Fixed Wireless 



Services. Several countries in the region have plans to transition this use to IMT in the short 
term. 
 
ATU has discussed at its meeting in Nairobi in February this year the growing demands for 
mobile broadband in the region and the role that the 3300 – 3400 MHz band could play in 
fulfilling that demand. It was broadly agreed then that a band definition in the 3GPP 
specifications would be a necessary step before devices and network equipment can be put in 
the market, and would greatly support the ambitions of the African administrations to release 
the band for IMT services in the middle term.  
 
In parallel, the African countries, together with countries from other regions, have made 
several proposals to ITU WP5D for a TDD band plan covering the 3300 to 3400 MHz block or a 
larger block of up to 3600 MHz. The intention is that these band proposals are incorporated to 
the next revision of ITU-R Recommendation M.1036. Therefore, there is ample institutional 
support for such a band plan. 
 
In the light of the importance of this spectrum in fulfilling the needs of the African population 
for high speed mobile networks, and the ample support from the African administrations and 
the industry, ATU kindly requests 3GPP to consider the inclusion of a new LTE TDD band for the 
3300 – 3400 MHz block in the list of E-UTRA operating bands, and to include support for Carrier 
Aggregation with the existing E-UTRA band 42.  
 
ATU stakeholders are continuing to address this and other items related to development of 
mobile broadband in Africa and have scheduled the second ATU Preparatory meeting for WRC-
19 for 4-8 September 2019. 
 
We thank you in advance for your favourable consideration of our request 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Mr. Abdoulkarim Soumaila  
ATU Secretary General 
 
ATU contact person: Kezias MWALE (k.mwale@atu-uat.org ) 
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