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1 Discussion and Proposal
At RAN#48 the work on WI Latency Reductions for LTE was put on hold [1].  In the evaluation of 3GPP RAN, it was concluded that time in affected WGs evaluating different solutions for reducing system latency shall instead be spent on finalizing work for the completion of IMT-A features and other prioritized enhancements in Rel-10. A new evaluation is expected at RAN #50 in December 2010.
The current evaluation of progress of the latency reduction work within affected WGs is a 20% completion [2]. Considering the time remaining for finalizing work in RAN Rel-10 timeframe and with current workload at hand, it can be considered unlikely that adequate time for benefit and complexity analysis of solutions for reducing the system latency in Rel-10 time frame can be found. It is therefore the signed companies’ opinion that the WI should be closed and removed from the planning of Rel-10 completion.
Proposal: The WI Latency Reductions for LTE is closed and removed from the planning of Rel-10 completion.

Signing companies believe reducing system latency; especially improving the dormant to active transition for UP latency reduction is important for the continued evolvement of LTE. Network performance is highly affected by latency and even if a high data rate is beneficial, it does not help the end user performance if the residual system latency is high. The transport layer protocols typically transfer data in a sequence of rather small packets that are acknowledged when being received by the client. Thus, the achieved data rates are impacted by the round trip time (RTT) of the network making latency crucial for end-user performance.
In view of the above, continued work on latency reduction improvements should be pursued in coming LTE releases as a prioritized part of the work in RAN WGs.
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