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Discussion and Decision
1
Introduction
RAN3 has highlighted a misalignment between Rel-8 SA2 stage 2 [1] and RAN3 Rel-8 stage 3 specifications [2] on I-RAT Data forwarding.

During RAN3#65, RAN3 has technically endorsed the introduction of a data forwarding indication for inter-RAT handover to E-UTRAN [3].
However, several compagnies have expressed different views on the specification alignment and RAN3 has asked some guidance from SA2 [4] to RAN.
SA2 answered to RAN that the feature is included in their Rel-8 version of the specification, which is frozen, and asked RAN to take a decision regarding the feature in release 8 [5]: “To make release 8 consistent, either the RAN3 CRs need to be agreed or the SA2 will need to remove the functionality from the Rel-8 version of 23.401.”
In order to resolve the inconsistency in Rel-8 specifications, it is important to discuss and conclude on I-RAT Data Forwarding at RAN#45. Also, to avoid re-opening the issue again and waste further meeting time in RAN3, it is proposed to decide for the approval of RAN3 alignment CRs for the Rel-9 version of the specifications as well.
2
Discussion
SA2 and RAN release 8 specifications are frozen. The RAN3 CR [3] introduces a new optional IE to correct the specification in a backward compatible way. Whether to agree the CR or ask SA2 to correct their specification will have a small impact on the Rel-8 version of the specifications and on product development.
SA2 CRs were agreed in time for Rel-8.Given that the impact on RAN3 specification is minor, and that the initial discussion was in SA2 and the global architecture principles are an SA2 matter, Huawei has a preference to agree the RAN3 CR [3] during this RAN meeting to align with SA2 specifications.

However, if it is concluded by RAN that the alignment of the RAN3 Rel-8 version of the specifications is unacceptable, we should ask SA2 to perform the alignment in their Rel-8 specification. In that case, RAN should still approve the Rel-9 version of the CRs to the RAN3 specifications and communicate the decision to SA2. 
3
Conclusions
SA2 asks RAN to make Rel-8 RAN3 and SA2 specifications consistent.

We kindly ask to RAN to discuss and make a decision for Rel-8, but also for Rel-9, in order to avoid wasting time by re-opening the discussion and past agreements again in RAN3.
Huawei will volunteer to report RAN's decision to SA2.
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