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3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

ACK
Acknowledgement

ACLR
Adjacent Channel Leakage Ratio

AM
Acknowledge Mode
AMBR
Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate
ANR
Automatic Neighbour Relation
ARQ
Automatic Repeat Request

AS
Access Stratum

BCCH
Broadcast Control Channel

BCH
Broadcast Channel

BSR
Buffer Status Reports
C/I
Carrier-to-Interference Power Ratio

CAZAC
Constant Amplitude Zero Auto-Correlation

CMC
Connection Mobility Control

CP
Cyclic Prefix

C-plane
Control Plane
C-RNTI
Cell RNTI
CQI
Channel Quality Indicator

CRC
Cyclic Redundancy Check
CSG
Closed Subscriber Group
DCCH
Dedicated Control Channel

DL
Downlink

DFTS
DFT Spread OFDM
DRB
Data Radio Bearer
DRX
Discontinuous Reception

DTCH
Dedicated Traffic Channel

DTX
Discontinuous Transmission
DwPTS
Downlink Pilot Time Slot
ECGI
E-UTRAN Cell Global Identifier
ECM
EPS Connection Management
EMM
EPS Mobility Management

eNB
E-UTRAN NodeB

EPC
Evolved Packet Core

EPS
Evolved Packet System
E-RAB
E-UTRAN Radio Access Bearer
ETWS
Earthquake and Tsunami Warning System

E-UTRA
Evolved UTRA

E-UTRAN
Evolved UTRAN

FDD
Frequency Division Duplex

FDM
Frequency Division Multiplexing

GERAN
GSM EDGE Radio Access Network

GNSS
Global Navigation Satellite System

GSM
Global System for Mobile communication
GBR
Guaranteed Bit Rate
GP
Guard Period
HARQ
Hybrid ARQ

HO
Handover

HRPD
High Rate Packet Data

HSDPA
High Speed Downlink Packet Access

ICIC
Inter-Cell Interference Coordination

IP
Internet Protocol

LB
Load Balancing

LCR
Low Chip Rate

LTE
Long Term Evolution

MAC
Medium Access Control

MBMS
Multimedia Broadcast Multicast Service
MBR
Maximum Bit Rate
MBSFN
Multimedia Broadcast multicast service Single Frequency Network

MCCH
Multicast Control Channel

MCE
Multi-cell/multicast Coordination Entity

MCH
Multicast Channel
MCS
Modulation and Coding Scheme
MIB
Master Information Block
MIMO
Multiple Input Multiple Output

MME
Mobility Management Entity

MTCH
MBMS Traffic Channel

MSAP 
MCH Subframe Allocation Pattern
NACK
Negative Acknowledgement

NAS
Non-Access Stratum
NCC
Next Hop Chaining Counter
NH
Next Hop key
NR
Neighbour cell Relation
NRT
Neighbour Relation Table
OFDM
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing
OFDMA
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access

P-GW
PDN Gateway
P-RNTI
Paging RNTI
PA
Power Amplifier

PAPR
Peak-to-Average Power Ratio

PBCH
Physical Broadcast CHannel

PBR
Prioritised Bit Rate

PCCH
Paging Control Channel

PCFICH
Physical Control Format Indicator CHannel
PCH
Paging Channel
PCI
Physical Cell Identifier
PDCCH
Physical Downlink Control CHannel
PDSCH
Physical Downlink Shared CHannel

PDCP
Packet Data Convergence Protocol

PDU
Protocol Data Unit

PHICH
Physical Hybrid ARQ Indicator CHannel

PHY
Physical layer

PLMN
Public Land Mobile Network

PMCH
Physical Multicast CHannel

PRACH
Physical Random Access CHannel

PRB
Physical Resource Block

PSC
Packet Scheduling

PUCCH
Physical Uplink Control CHannel
PUSCH
Physical Uplink Shared CHannel

QAM
Quadrature Amplitude Modulation
QCI
QoS Class Identifier
QoS
Quality of Service
RA-RNTI
Random Access RNTI
RAC
Radio Admission Control

RACH
Random Access Channel

RAT
Radio Access Technology

RB
Radio Bearer

RBC
Radio Bearer Control


RBG
Radio Bearer Group
RF
Radio Frequency
RIM
RAN Information Management
RLC
Radio Link Control

RNC
Radio Network Controller

RNL
Radio Network Layer
RNTI
Radio Network Temporary Identifier
ROHC
Robust Header Compression

RRC
Radio Resource Control

RRM
Radio Resource Management

RU
Resource Unit

S-GW
Serving Gateway
S1-MME
S1 for the control plane
SC-RNTI
System Information Change RNTI

SI
System Information

SIB
System Information Block

SI-RNTI
System Information RNTI
S1-U
S1 for the user plane

SAE
System Architecture Evolution

SAP
Service Access Point

SC-FDMA
Single Carrier – Frequency Division Multiple Access

SCH
Synchronization Channel
SDF
Service Data Flow
SDMA
Spatial Division Multiple Access

SDU
Service Data Unit

SeGW
Security Gateway
SFN
System Frame Number

SPID
Subscriber Profile ID for RAT/Frequency Priority
SR
Scheduling Request
SRB
Signalling Radio Bearer
SU
Scheduling Unit

TA
Tracking Area

TB
Transport Block

TCP
Transmission Control Protocol

TDD
Time Division Duplex

TFT
Traffic Flow Template

TM
Transparent Mode

TNL
Transport Network Layer

TTI
Transmission Time Interval

UE
User Equipment

UL
Uplink

UM
Un-acknowledge Mode

UMTS
Universal Mobile Telecommunication System

U-plane
User plane

UTRA
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access

UTRAN
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network
UpPTS
Uplink Pilot Time Slot
VRB
Virtual Resource Block

X2-C
X2-Control plane 

X2-U
X2-User plane

4.6
Support of HeNBs

4.6.1
Architecture

Figure 4.6.1-1 shows a logical architecture for the HeNB that has a set of S1 interfaces to connect the HeNB to the EPC.

The configuration and authentication entities as shown here should be common to HeNBs and HNBs.
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Figure 4.6.1-1: E-UTRAN HeNB Logical Architecture

The E-UTRAN architecture may deploy a Home eNB Gateway (HeNB GW) to allow the S1 interface between the HeNB and the EPC to scale to support a large number of HeNBs. The HeNB GW serves as a concentrator for the C-Plane, specifically the S1-MME interface. The S1-U interface from the HeNB may be terminated at the HeNB GW, or a direct logical U-Plane connection between HeNB and S-GW may be used (as shown in Figure 4.6.1-1).
This version of the specification does not support X2 connectivity of HeNBs.
The S1 interface is defined as the interface:

-
Between the HeNB GW and the Core Network,
-
Between the HeNB and the HeNB GW,
-
Between the HeNB and the Core Network,

-
Between the eNB and the Core Network.

The HeNB GW appears to the MME as an eNB. The HeNB GW appears to the HeNB as an MME. The S1 interface between the HeNB and the EPC is the same whether the HeNB is connected to the EPC via a HeNB GW or not.
The HeNB GW shall connect to the EPC in a way that inbound and outbound mobility to cells served by the HeNB GW shall not necessarily require inter MME handovers. One HeNB serves only one cell.
The functions supported by the HeNB shall be the same as those supported by an eNB (with the possible exception of NNSF) and the procedures run between a HeNB and the EPC shall be the same as those between an eNB and the EPC.
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Figure 4.6.1-2: Overall E-UTRAN Architecture with deployed HeNB GW.

4.6.2
Functional Split

The HeNB hosts the same functions as an eNB as described in section 4.1, with the following additional specifications in case of connection to the HeNB GW:

-
Discovery of a suitable Serving HeNB GW

-
A HeNB shall only connect to a single HeNB GW at one time, namely no S1 Flex function shall be used at the HeNB in case of connection to the HeNB GW.

-
If the HeNB is connected to a HeNB GW, it will not simultaneously connect to another HeNB GW, or another MME. 

-
The TAC and PLMN ID used by the HeNB shall also be supported by the HeNB GW.

-
When the HeNB connects to a HeNB GW, selection of an MME at UE attachment is hosted by the HeNB GW instead of the HeNB;

-
HeNBs may be deployed without network planning. A HeNB may be moved from one geographical area to another and therefore it may need to connect to different HeNB GWs depending on its location.

The HeNB GW hosts the following functions:

-
Relaying UE-associated S1 application part messages between the MME serving the UE and the HeNB serving the UE;

-
Terminating non-UE associated S1 application part procedures towards the HeNB and towards the MME. Note that when a HeNB GW is deployed, non-UE associated procedures shall be run between HeNBs and the HeNB GW and between the HeNB GW and the MME.

-
Optionally terminating S1-U interface with the HeNB and with the S-GW.

-
Supporting TAC and PLMN ID used by the HeNB

In addition to functions specified in section 4.1, the MME hosts the following functions:

-
Access control for UEs that are members of Closed Subscriber Groups (CSG).

Mechanisms for filtering of paging messages, in order to avoid paging message distribution to HeNBs belonging to CSGs where the UE is not registered, is FFS.

4.6.3
Interfaces

4.6.3.1
Protocol Stack for S1 User Plane

The S1-U data plane is defined between the HeNB, HeNB GW and the S-GW. The figures below shows the S1-U protocol stack with and without the HeNB GW.
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Figure 4.6.3.1-1: User plane for S1-U interface for HeNB without HeNB GW
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Figure 4.6.3.1-2: User plane for S1-U interface for HeNB with HeNB GW

The HeNB GW may optionally terminate the user plane towards the HeNB and towards the S-GW, and provide a relay function for relaying User Plane data between the HeNB and the S-GW.

4.6.3.2
Protocol Stacks for S1 Control Plane

The two figures below show the S1-MME protocol stacks with and without the HeNB GW.

When the HeNB GW is not present (Fig. 4.6.3.2-1), all the S1 procedures are terminated at the HeNB and the MME. 

When present (Fig. 4.6.3.2-2), the HeNB GW shall terminate the non-UE-dedicated procedures – both with the HeNB, and with the MME. The HeNB GW shall provide a relay function for relaying Control Plane data between the HeNB and the MME. The scope of any protocol function associated to a non-UE-dedicated procedure shall be between HeNB and HeNB GW and/or between HeNB GW and MME.

Any protocol function associated to an UE-dedicated-procedure shall reside within the HeNB and the MME only.
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Figure 4.6.3.2-1: Control plane for S1-MME Interface for HeNB to MME without the HeNB GW
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Figure 4.6.3.2-2: Control plane for S1-MME Interface for HeNB to MME with the HeNB GW
10.1.2.1
Handover

The intra E-UTRAN HO in RRC_CONNECTED state is UE assisted NW controlled HO, with HO preparation signalling in E-UTRAN:
-
Part of the HO command comes from the target eNB and is transparently forwarded to the UE by the source eNB;
-
To prepare the HO, the source eNB passes all necessary information to the target eNB (e.g. E-RAB attributes and RRC context);
-
Both the source eNB and UE keep some context (e.g. C-RNTI) to enable the return of the UE in case of HO failure;

-
UE accesses the target cell via RACH following a contention-free procedure using a dedicated RACH preamble or following a contention-based procedure if dedicated RACH preambles are not available:
-
the UE uses the dedicated preamble until the handover procedure is finished (successfully or unsuccessfully);

-
If the RACH procedure towards the target cell is not successful within a certain time, the UE initiates radio link failure recovery using the best cell;
-
No ROHC context is transferred at handover.

10.1.2.1.1
C-plane handling

The HO procedure is performed without EPC involvement, i.e. preparation messages are directly exchanged between the eNBs. The release of the resources at the source side during the HO completion phase is triggered by the eNB. The figure below depicts the basic handover scenario where neither MME nor Serving Gateway changes:
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Figure 10.1.2.1.1-1: Intra-MME/Serving Gateway HO

Below is a more detailed description of the intra-MME/Serving Gateway HO procedure:

0
The UE context within the source eNB contains information regarding roaming restrictions which where provided either at connection establishment or at the last TA update.

1
The source eNB configures the UE measurement procedures according to the area restriction information. Measurements provided by the source eNB may assist the function controlling the UE's connection mobility.

2
UE is triggered to send MEASUREMENT REPORT by the rules set by i.e. system information, specification etc. 

3
Source eNB makes decision based on MEASUREMENT REPORT and RRM information to hand off UE.

4
The source eNB issues a HANDOVER REQUEST message to the target eNB passing necessary information to prepare the HO at the target side (UE X2 signalling context reference at source eNB, UE S1 EPC signalling context reference, target cell ID, KeNB*, RRC context including the C-RNTI of the UE in the source eNB, AS-configuration (excluding physical layer configuration), E-RAB context and physical layer ID of the source cell + MAC for possible RLF recovery). UE X2 / UE S1 signalling references enable the target eNB to address the source eNB and the EPC. The E-RAB context includes necessary RNL and TNL addressing information, and QoS profiles of the E-RABs.

5
Admission Control may be performed by the target eNB dependent on the received E-RAB QoS information to increase the likelihood of a successful HO, if the resources can be granted by target eNB. The target eNB configures the required resources according to the received E-RAB QoS information and reserves a C-RNTI and optionally a RACH preamble. The AS-configuration to be used in the target cell can either be specified independently (i.e. an "establishment") or as a delta compared to the AS-configuration used in the source cell (i.e. a "reconfiguration").
6
Target eNB prepares HO with L1/L2 and sends the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE to the source eNB. The HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message includes a transparent container to be sent to the UE  as an RRC message to perform the handover. The container includes a new C-RNTI, target eNB security algorithm identifiers for the selected security algorithms, may include a dedicated RACH preamble,  and possibly some other parameters i.e. access parameters, SIBs, etc. The HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message may also include RNL/TNL information for the forwarding tunnels, if necessary.

NOTE:
As soon as the source eNB receives the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE, or as soon as the transmission of the handover command is initiated in the downlink, data forwarding may be initiated.

Steps 7 to 16 provide means to avoid data loss during HO and are further detailed in 10.1.2.1.2 and 10.1.2.3.

7
The source eNB generates the RRC message to perform the handover, i.e RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInformation towards the UE. The source eNodeB performs the necessary integrity protection and ciphering of the message. The UE receives the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message with necessary parameters (i.e. new C-RNTI, target eNB security algorithm identifiers, and optionally dedicated RACH preamble, target eNB SIBs etc) and is commanded by the source eNB to perform the HO. The UE does not need to delay the handover execution for delivering the HARQ/ARQ responses to source eNB.

8
The source eNB sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target eNB to convey the uplink PDCP SN receiver status and the downlink PDCP SN transmitter status of E-RABs for which PDCP status preservation applies (i.e. for RLC AM). The uplink PDCP SN receiver status includes at least the PDCP SN of the first missing UL SDU  and may include a bit map of the receive status of the out of sequence UL SDUs that the UE needs to retransmit in the target cell, if there are any such SDUs. The downlink PDCP SN transmitter status indicates the next PDCP SN that the target eNB shall assign to new SDUs, not having a PDCP SN yet. The source eNB may omit sending this message if none of the E-RABs of the UE shall be treated with PDCP status preservation.

9
After receiving the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInformation , UE performs synchronisation to target eNB and accesses the target cell via RACH following a contention-free procedure if a dedicated RACH preamble was allocated in HANDOVER COMMAND or following a contention-based procedure if no dedicated preamble was allocated. UE derives target eNB specific keys and configures the selected security algorithms to be used in the target cell.

10
Network responds with UL allocation and timing advance. 

11
When the UE has successfully accessed the target cell, the UE sends the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message (C-RNTI) to confirm the handover along with an uplink Buffer Status Report whenever possible to the target eNB to indicate that the handover procedure is completed for the UE. The target eNB verifies the C-RNTI sent in the HANDOVER CONFIRM message. The target eNB can now begin sending data to the UE.

12
The target eNB sends a PATH SWITCH message to MME to inform that the UE has changed cell.
13
The MME sends a USER PLANE UPDATE REQUEST message to the Serving Gateway.

14
The Serving Gateway switches the downlink data path to the target side. The Serving gateway sends one or more "end marker" packets on the old path to the source eNB and then can release any U-plane/TNL resources towards the source eNB.
15
Serving Gateway sends a USER PLANE UPDATE RESPONSE message to MME.

16
The MME confirms the PATH SWITCH message with the PATH SWITCH ACK message.

17
By sending UE CONTEXT RELEASE the target eNB informs success of HO to source eNB and triggers the release of resources. The target eNB sends this message after the PATH SWITCH ACK message is received from the MME.
18
Upon reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message, the source eNB can release radio and C-plane related resources associated to the UE context. Any ongoing data forwarding may continue. 
10.1.2.2
Path Switch

After the downlink path is switched at the Serving GW downlink packets on the forwarding path and on the new direct path may arrive interchanged at the target eNB. The target eNodeB should first deliver all forwarded packets to the UE before delivering any of the packets received on the new direct path. The method employed in the target eNB to enforce the correct delivery order of packets is outside the scope of the standard.

In order to assist the reordering function in the target eNB, the Serving GW shall send one or more "end marker" packets on the old path immediately after switching the path for each E-RAB of the UE. The "end marker" packet shall not contain user data. The "end marker" is indicated in the GTP header. After completing the sending of the tagged packets the GW shall not send any further user data packets via the old path.
Upon receiving the "end marker" packets, the source eNB shall, if forwarding is activated for that bearer, forward the packet toward the target eNB.
On detection of an "end marker" the target eNB shall discard the end marker packet and initiate any necessary processing to maintain in sequence delivery of user data forwarded over X2 interface and user data received from the serving GW over S1 as a result of the path switch.
EPC may change the uplink end-point of the tunnels with Path Switch procedure. However, the EPC should keep the old GTP tunnel end-point(s) sufficiently long time in order to minimise the probability of packet losses and avoid unintentional release of respective E-RAB(s).
10.1.2.3
Data forwarding
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