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Introduction

Rel-7 feature bundling and UE capability have been discussed at RAN #35. It was agreed to identify Rel-7 dependencies and review the situation at RAN #36.

This contribution discusses the status and way forward.
Discussion

Since RAN #35, RAN WG1 and WG2 have discussed the Rel-7 feature dependencies and communicated their findings to this meeting in [1].

In parallel to the 3GPP activity, Rel-7 related industry activity and discussions have started; this includes initial discussions on product roadmaps and feature deployment.

Our view relative to UE capability remains as follows:

1. There is value in maintaining some features mandatory, especially those features which directly benefit the system operation or implementation but which benefits may not be directly perceptible by the end user.
2. 3GPP should avoid maintaining a feature mandatory in a release when there is insufficient  confidence that the feature will be available for interoperability testing before the commercial launch of products for the same release.

We believe that a number of Rel-7 features correspond to the characteristics outlined in point 1. These are for example enhanced L2 for DL operation (lower L2 complexity), CPC-DTX (reduced UL overhead), CPC-HS-SCCH and the F/EF-DPCH (reduced DL overhead) features.

At this point in time we are however not in a position where we could agree to make a final decision on maintaining any of these features mandatory.

For TSG RAN #36 we therefore believe that we have the following options

1. Take a decision in this meeting; this in our view implies that all Rel-7 features would then be optional.
2. Allow for more “roadmap” discussions in the industry and defer decision until RAN #37

We favor option 2.
Proposal

We propose that the discussion on Rel-7 feature bundling and Rel-7 UE capability is extended until TSG RAN #37.
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