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1
Scope

The present document describes the Radio Resource Control protocol for the UE-UTRAN radio interface.

The scope of this specification contains also:

-
 the information to be transported in a transparent container between source RNC and target RNC in connection to SRNC relocation 
-
the information to be transported in a transparent container between a target RNC and another system
2
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3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in [1] apply.

3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the following abbreviations apply:

ACK
Acknowledgement

AICH
Acquisition Indicator CHannel

AM
Acknowledged Mode

AS
Access Stratum

ASN.1
Abstract Syntax Notation.1

BCCH
Broadcast Control Channel

BCFE
Broadcast Control Functional Entity

BER
Bit Error Rate

BLER
BLock Error Rate

BSS
Base Station Sub-system
CH
Conditional on history
CV
Conditional on value
CCPCH
Common Control Physical CHannel

CCCH
Common Control Channel

CN
Core Network

CM
Connection Management

CPCH
Common Packet CHannel

C-RNTI
Cell RNTI

DCA
Dynamic Channel Allocation

DCCH
Dedicated Control Channel

DCFE
Dedicated Control Functional Entity

DCH
Dedicated Channel

DC-SAP
Dedicated Control SAP

DL
Downlink

DRAC
Dynamic Resource Allocation Control

DSCH
Downlink Shared Channel

DTCH
Dedicated Traffic Channel

FACH
Forward Access Channel

FAUSCH
Fast Uplink Signalling Channel

FDD
Frequency Division Duplex

FFS
For Further Study

GC-SAP
General Control SAP

ID
Identifier

IETF
Internet Engineering Task Force

IMEI
International Mobile Equipment Identity

IMSI
International Mobile Subscriber Identity

IE
Information element

IP
Internet Protocol

ISCP
Interference on Signal Code Power

LAI
Location Area Identity

L1
Layer 1

L2
Layer 2

L3
Layer 3
MD
Mandatory default
MP
Mandatory present
MAC
Media Access Control

MCC
Mobile Country Code

MM
Mobility Management

MNC
Mobile Network Code

MS
Mobile Station

NAS
Non Access Stratum

Nt-SAP
Notification SAP

NW
Network

OP
Optional

ODMA
Opportunity Driven Multiple Access

PCCH
Paging Control Channel

PCH
Paging Channel

PDCP
Packet Data Convergence Protocol

PDSCH
Physical Downlink Shared Channel

PDU
Protocol Data Unit

PLMN
Public Land Mobile Network

PNFE
Paging and Notification Control Functional Entity

PRACH
Physical Random Access CHannel

P-TMSI
Packet Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity

PUSCH
Physical Uplink Shared Channel

QoS
Quality of Service

RAB
Radio access bearer

RB
Radio Bearer

RAI
Routing Area Identity

RACH
Random Access CHannel

RB
Radio Bearer

RFE
Routing Functional Entity

RL
Radio Link

RLC
Radio Link Control

RNTI
Radio Network Temporary Identifier

RNC
Radio Network Controller

RRC
Radio Resource Control

RSCP
Received Signal Code Power

RSSI
Received Signal Strength Indicator

SAP
Service Access Point

SCFE
Shared Control Function Entity

SF
Spreading Factor

SHCCH
Shared Control Channel

SIR
Signal to Interference Ratio

SSDT
Site Selection Diversity Transmission

S-RNTI
SRNC - RNTI

tbd
to be decided

TDD
Time Division Duplex

TF
Transport Format

TFCS
Transport Format Combination Set

TFS
Transport Format Set

TME
Transfer Mode Entity

TMSI
Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity

Tr
Transparent

Tx
Transmission

UE
User Equipment

UL
Uplink

UM
Unacknowledged Mode

UMTS
Universal Mobile Telecommunications System


URA
UTRAN Registration Area

U-RNTI
UTRAN-RNTI

USCH
Uplink Shared Channel

UTRAN
UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network

4
General

The functional entities of the RRC layer are described below:

-
Routing of higher layer messages to different MM/CM entities (UE side) or different core network domains (UTRAN side) is handled by the Routing Function Entity (RFE)

-
Broadcast functions are handled in the broadcast control function entity (BCFE). The BCFE is used to deliver the RRC services, which are required at the GC-SAP. The BCFE can use the lower layer services provided by the Tr-SAP and UM-SAP.

-
Paging of UEs, that do not have an RRC connection,  is controlled by the paging and notification control function entity (PNFE). The PNFE is used to deliver the RRC services that are required at the Nt-SAP. The PNFE can use the lower layer services provided by the Tr-SAP and UM-SAP.

-
The Dedicated Control Function Entity (DCFE) handles all functions specific to one UE. The DCFE is used to deliver the RRC services which are required at the DC-SAP and can use lower layer services of UM/AM-SAP and Tr-SAP depending on the message to be sent and on the current UE service state.

-
In TDD mode, the DCFE is assisted by the Shared Control Function Entity (SCFE) location in the C-RNC, which controls the allocation of the PDSCH and PUSCH using lower layers services of UM-SAP and Tr-SAP.

-
The Transfer Mode Entity (TME) handles the mapping between the different entities inside the RRC layer and the SAPs provided by RLC. 

NOTE:
Logical information exchange is necessary also between the RRC sublayer functional entities. Most of that is implementation dependent and not necessary to present in detail in a specification.

Figure 1 shows the RRC model for the UE side and Figure 2 and Figure 3 show the RRC model for the UTRAN side.

NOTE:
The figure shows only the types of SAPs that are used. Multiple instances of Tr-SAP, UM-SAP and AM-SAP are possible. Especially, different functional entities usually use different instances of SAP types.
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Figure 1: UE side model of RRC
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Figure 2: UTRAN side RRC model (DS-MAP system)
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Figure 3: UTRAN side RRC model (DS-41 System)

5
RRC Services provided to upper layers

The RRC offers the following services to upper layers, a description and primitives of these services are provided in [2], [17].


-
General Control;

-
Notification;

-
Dedicated control.

6
Services expected from lower layers

6.1
Services expected from Layer 2

The services provided by layer 2 are described in [2], [15] and [16].
6.2
Services expected from Layer 1

The services provided by layer 1 are described in [2].
7
Functions of RRC

The RRC performs the functions listed below, a more detailed description of these functions is provided in 25.301: 

-
Broadcast of information provided by the non-access stratum (Core Network);

-
Broadcast of information related to the access stratum;

-
Establishment, maintenance and release of an RRC connection between the UE and UTRAN;

-
Establishment, reconfiguration and release of Radio Bearers;

-
Assignment, reconfiguration and release of radio resources for the RRC connection;

-
RRC connection mobility functions;

-
Routing of higher layer PDUs;

-
Control of requested QoS;

-
UE measurement reporting and control of the reporting;

-
Outer loop power control;

-
Control of ciphering;

-
Slow DCA;







-
Paging
-
Initial cell selection and re-selection;

-
Arbitration of radio resources on uplink DCH;

-
RRC message integrity protection;

-
Timing advance (TDD mode).
-
CBS control
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