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Introduction

This contribution proposes the removal of "Downlink Duplication for HO support"- function from RAN CN functional split table, because simple and robust solutions can be designed for seamless and lossless handovers without this function.

Discussion

The RAN - CN Functional split table [1] includes a function "Downlink Duplication for HO support". Presumably the purpose of this function would be to ensure that the Handovers would be as smooth as possible by duplicating the downlink data stream at a suitable point, and switching from the "old data stream" to the "new data stream" in a smooth manner in another point.

Nokia has presented a solution [2]&[3], where the downlink duplication is not needed. The solution relies on temporary forwarding of data form handover source to target, and is functionally similar to the one specified for Lossless Relocation in 3GPP earlier releases. It is therefore considered not necessary to specify "Downlink Duplication for HO support" feature for the Evolved System.

Proposal


It is proposed to remove the entry “Downlink duplication for Handover support” from the RAN CN functional split table version 6 [1] as unnecessary.
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