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1.
Introduction

In RAN#26 meeting [1], it is agreed to close the Study Item, “Evolution of UTRAN Architecture“, and to continue the work under the Long Term Evolution (LTE). The corresponding TR 25.897 [2] is also stopped. The original objective of this work is to study the evolution of UTRAN architecture that can support IP transport in Rel-5 [3]. In addition, this study could lead to better transport layer utilization.

Since this work is now part of the long term evolution study, the system requirement, such as latency and throughput, will be significantly different from Release 5 and 6. It is necessary to re-visit the goal and the requirement of the work based on the LTE’s objective. The Draft Skeleton TR of Requirements is proposed in [4] and [5], which covers the UTRAN architecture. In this document, the discussions of its requirements are presented.

2. UTRAN Architecture Requirements

10) CAPEX and OPEX Reduction

Low CAPEX and OPEX are always important requirements for operators in existing and evolved UTRAN networks. A very clear message has been presented from operators and vendors that the cost per bit in UTRAN networks has to be continuously reduced in order to meet the market expansion requirements [6]. 
Text Proposal:

The investment of network deployment includes (but not limited to) backhaul transmission, network equipments, installation, site engineering, site rental cost. The UTRAN architecture should reduce and balance the cost of the above items together with the UE complexity and hence minimise the overall CAPEX and OPEX.
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