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1. Introduction

In recognition of the parallel and yet closely related work in different 3GPP WG’s that will lead to the architecture evolution  for  improving system functions and efficiency, there have been increasing concerns about the lack of co-ordination among the related activities and the possible negative impact on the progress of the work in each working group. This document recommends an immediate start of co-ordination between RAN LTE and the SA2’s 3GPP Architecture Evolution by holding a joint session as soon as possible.
2. Overall Description
Further to the approval in TSG SA 26th meeting of the WI on “3GPP System Architecture Evolution, progresses have been made in SA2. There have been many proposals and discussions with regard to the definition of the baseline for the architecture evolution and the necessity of thorough analysis on the impact of further architecture changes on existing architectures and system functions. “Overall architecture impacts as a result of the TSG RAN’s Study Item on Radio Evolution” has been included as one of the key objectives to achieve in 3GPP System Architecture Evolution.

However there seems to be  little coordination of RAN LTE in RAN WG’s  with the   3GPP architecture evolution work in SA2. As a result, there have been increasing concerns about the possible difficulties in incorporating the progress and the  outcome of those closely related work into the study on the whole system architecture evolution. Lack of sufficient knowledge and information exchange on the work progress and the outcome of the related work in other working groups  have created many confusions and will certainly make the study  in each working group  difficult or even inappropriate. This is particularly the case for both RAN LTE and Architecture Evolution because of the close  link between the stage 2 and stage 3 work.

.
So as to avoid further confusions and possible more difficulties in progressing the related work in each working group, it is strongly recommended that close co-ordination start as soon as possible  between the RAN LTE activities and the SA2’s study of architecture evolution.
3. Proposal
Considering the same location (Athens)  during the same week (9th – 13th) in May for both RAN WG’s and SA2#46, it is proposed that a joint session on RAN LTE and 3GPP Architecture Evolution be arranged during the same week. 
