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Introduction
This contribution discusses the implications of electrical switching between different feed antennas in an IFF system to measure the TRP of spurious emission.
Discussion
TR38.903 [1] has outlined two scenarios for multiple measurement antennas when performing spurious emission measurements, i.e., the mechanical and electrical switching of antennas [2]. This concept is illustrated schematically in Figure 1 for an IFF system with two separate measurement antennas: one measurement antenna for in-band measurements (illustrated in red) and one measurement antenna for the spurious emission domain (illustrated in blue). For the mechanical switching approach, the fixture holding both antennas (shown in grey) is adjusted mechanically via a sliding positioner to move the respective antenna used for testing into the focal point of the reflector. The disadvantages of this approach are the cable flexing impact on the measurement uncertainty for in-band and spurious measurements [3] as well as the added system complexity and cost for the positioner to move the antennas mechanically. On the other hand, the quality of quiet zone for the spurious emissions is optimized since the respective antenna is placed in the focal point. Alternatively, the electrical switching approach has the in-band and the spurious emissions antennas placed at fixed positions, e.g., the in-band antenna in the focal point and the spurious emissions antenna displaced from the focal point but still in close proximity. The advantages of this approach are that no cables are flexed and no additional positioner is needed. On the other hand, the quality of quiet zone for the antennas offset from the focal point would be degraded but based on simulations and empirical results, the degradation is almost insignificant. 
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Figure 1: Schematic Illustration of the electrical vs mechanical switching of measurement antennas

An example of an IFF system with multiple measurement antennas is illustrated in Figure 2 with the in-band antenna (red) in the focal point of the reflector and the spurious emissions TRP measurement antenna (blue) next to it and displaced from the focal point. 
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Figure 2: Illustration of multiple measurement antennas in an IFF system (based on CATR)

Since the in-band antenna is placed in the focal point, the positioner/motor coordinates match the system coordinate grid points. For instance, as illustrated in Figure 3, the system coordinate grid points for the in-band antenna match the motor/positioner coordinates when sampled every 15o in elevation and in azimuth.
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Figure 3: Illustration of the grid points with the in-band measurement antenna (placed in the focal point of reflector) when the motor/positioner coordinates are sampled every 15o in elevation and azimuth

A slightly different behaviour can be observed for the spurious emissions antenna displaced from the focal point. The motor/positioner coordinates no longer correspond to the system coordinates on the measurement grid. As illustrated in Figure 4, the displacement of the measurement antenna from the focal point corresponds to an offset in elevation (theta) of 4o (used as an example), i.e., while azimuth grid point locations match the positioner/motor coordinates in azimuth, each elevation grid point coordinate is shifted down by 4o.
Observation 1: Antennas shifted away from the focal point will result in a shift of system coordinates when compared to antennas placed at the focal point. 
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Figure 4:Illustration of the grid points with the spurious emissions measurement antenna (displaced from the focal point) when the motor/positioner coordinates are sampled every 15o in elevation and azimuth

While the grid locations for antennas displaced from the focal point could be corrected by mechanical adjustments of the positioner, this is undesirable when broadband EIRP sweeps are performed in a sequential fashion, e.g., an EIRP sweep over the frequency range covered by the in-band antenna followed directly by an EIRP sweep over the frequency range covered by the spurious emissions antenna. A repositioning/adjustment of system coordinates between EIRP sweeps is not desirable as it results in an increase in test time. 
Observation 2: Repositioning/adjustment of system coordinates during broadband EIRP sweeps is undesirable due to a resulting increase in test time. 

Since EIRP measurements with the spurious emissions measurement antenna are used to determine the Total Radiated Power (TRP), measurements at elevations displaced from the typical elevation (theta) samples starting from 0o cannot be integrated with the sin(theta) and Clenshaw-Curtis quadratures [4] anymore. It is therefore proposed to allow measurements to be interpolated to the non-offset system coordinate system that allows the use of Clenshaw-Curtis quadratures or to allow the use of advanced quadratures, e.g., based on the Jacobian matrix approach [5] that use triangulations of the sphere. 
Proposal 1: For spurious emissions TRP measurements with measurement antennas displaced from the focal point (based on electrical switching), allow measurements to be interpolated to the non-offset system coordinate system that allows the use of Clenshaw-Curtis quadratures or to allow the use of advanced quadratures, e.g., based on the Jacobian matrix approach that use triangulations of the sphere. 
Conclusion
The following observations and proposals were made in this contribution
Observation 1: Antennas shifted away from the focal point will result in a shift of system coordinates when compared to antennas placed at the focal point.
Observation 2: Repositioning/adjustment of system coordinates during broadband EIRP sweeps is undesirable due to a resulting increase in test time. 

Proposal 1: For spurious emissions TRP measurements with measurement antennas displaced from the focal point (based on electrical switching), allow measurements to be interpolated to the non-offset system coordinate system that allows the use of Clenshaw-Curtis quadratures or to allow the use of advanced quadratures, e.g., based on the Jacobian matrix approach that use triangulations of the sphere.
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