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<Start>
6.1.2.2
Cell selection / Qqualmin
6.1.2.2.1
Test Purpose (TP)

(1)

with { UE in NR RRC_IDLE state }

ensure that {

  when { a cell fulfils all requirements for a suitable cell except the cell selection criteria which are not fulfilled (Srxlev>0 AND Squal<0) }

    then { the UE does not consider the cell suitable and no camping on this cell can take place }

            }
(2)

with { UE in NR RRC_IDLE state }

ensure that {

  when { a cell fulfils all requirements for a suitable cell including the cell selection criteria for a cell which are also fulfilled (Srxlev>0 AND Squal>0) }

    then { the UE considers the cell suitable and camps on it }

            }
6.1.2.2.2
Conformance requirements

References: The conformance requirements covered in the present TC are specified in: 3GPP TS 38.300 clauses 9.2.1.1, 3GPP TS 38.304 clause 4.1, 4.5, 5.2.1, 5.2.3.1 and 5.2.3.2. Unless otherwise stated these are Rel-15 requirements.

[TS 38.300, clause 9.2.1.1]

The principles of PLMN selection in NR are based on the 3GPP PLMN selection principles. Cell selection is required on transition from RM-DEREGISTERED to RM-REGISTERED, from CM-IDLE to CM-CONNECTED and from CM-CONNECTED to CM-IDLE and is based on the following principles:

-
The UE NAS layer identifies a selected PLMN and equivalent PLMNs;

-
Cell selection is always based on CD-SSBs located on the synchronization raster (see subclause 5.2.4):

-
The UE searches the NR frequency bands and for each carrier frequency identifies the strongest cell as per the CD-SSB. It then reads cell system information broadcast to identify its PLMN(s):

-
The UE may search each carrier in turn ("initial cell selection") or make use of stored information to shorten the search ("stored information cell selection").

-
The UE seeks to identify a suitable cell; if it is not able to identify a suitable cell it seeks to identify an acceptable cell. When a suitable cell is found or if only an acceptable cell is found it camps on that cell and commence the cell reselection procedure:

-
A suitable cell is one for which the measured cell attributes satisfy the cell selection criteria; the cell PLMN is the selected PLMN, registered or an equivalent PLMN; the cell is not barred or reserved and the cell is not part of a tracking area which is in the list of "forbidden tracking areas for roaming";

-
An acceptable cell is one for which the measured cell attributes satisfy the cell selection criteria and the cell is not barred.

Transition to RRC_IDLE:


On transition from RRC_CONNECTED to RRC_IDLE, a UE should camp on the last cell for which it was in RRC_CONNECTED or a cell/any cell of set of cells or frequency be assigned by RRC in the state transition message.

Recovery from out of coverage:


The UE should attempt to find a suitable cell in the manner described for stored information or initial cell selection above. If no suitable cell is found on any frequency or RAT, the UE should attempt to find an acceptable cell.

In multi-beam operations, the cell quality is derived amongst the beams corresponding to the same cell (see subclause 9.2.4).

[TS 38.304, clause 4.1]

The RRC_IDLE state and RRC_INACTIVE state tasks can be subdivided into three processes:

-
PLMN selection;

-
Cell selection and reselection;

-
Location registration and RNA update.

PLMN selection, cell reselection procedures, and location registration are common for both RRC_IDLE state and RRC_INACTIVE state. RNA update is only applicable for RRC_INACTIVE state. When UE selects a new PLMN, UE transitions from RRC_INACTIVE to RRC_IDLE.

When a UE is switched on, a public land mobile network (PLMN) is selected by NAS. For the selected PLMN, associated RAT(s) may be set 3GPP TS 23.122 [9]. The NAS shall provide a list of equivalent PLMNs, if available, that the AS shall use for cell selection and cell reselection. 

With cell selection, the UE searches for a suitable cell of the selected PLMN, chooses that cell to provide available services, and monitors its control channel. This procedure is defined as "camping on the cell". 

The UE shall, if necessary, then register its presence, by means of a NAS registration procedure, in the tracking area of the chosen cell. As an outcome of a successful Location Registration, the selected PLMN then becomes the registered PLMN 3GPP TS 23.122 [9].

If the UE finds a more suitable cell, according to the cell reselection criteria, it reselects onto that cell and camps on it. If the new cell does not belong to at least one tracking area to which the UE is registered, location registration is performed. In RRC_INACTIVE state, if the new cell does not belong to the configured RNA, an RNA update procedure is performed.

If necessary, the UE shall search for higher priority PLMNs at regular time intervals as described in 3GPP TS 23.122 [9] and search for a suitable cell if another PLMN has been selected by NAS.

If the UE loses coverage of the registered PLMN, either a new PLMN is selected automatically (automatic mode), or an indication of available PLMNs is given to the user so that a manual selection can be performed (manual mode).

Registration is not performed by UEs only capable of services that need no registration.

The purpose of camping on a cell in RRC_IDLE state and RRC_INACTIVE state is fourfold:

a)
It enables the UE to receive system information from the PLMN.

b)
When registered and if the UE wishes to establish an RRC connection or resume a suspended RRC connection, it can do this by initially accessing the network on the control channel of the cell on which it is camped.

c)
If the network needs to send a message or deliver data to the registered UE, it knows (in most cases) the set of tracking areas (in RRC_IDLE state) or RNA (in RRC_INACTIVE state) in which the UE is camped. It can then send a "paging" message for the UE on the control channels of all the cells in the corresponding set of areas. The UE will then receive the paging message and can respond.

d)
It enables the UE to receive ETWS and CMAS notifications.

[TS 38.304, clause 4.5]

The cells are categorised according to which services they offer:

acceptable cell:

An "acceptable cell" is a cell on which the UE may camp to obtain limited service (originate emergency calls and receive ETWS and CMAS notifications). Such a cell shall fulfil the following requirements, which is the minimum set of requirements to initiate an emergency call and to receive ETWS and CMAS notification in an NR network:

-
The cell is not barred, see subclause 5.3.1;

-
The cell selection criteria are fulfilled, see subclause 5.2.3.2.

suitable cell:

A cell is considered as suitable if the following conditions are fulfilled:

-
The cell is part of either:
-
the selected PLMN, or:
-
the registered PLMN, or:

-
a PLMN of the Equivalent PLMN list.
-
The cell selection criteria are fulfilled, see subclause 5.2.3.2;

According to the latest information provided by NAS:

-
The cell is not barred, see subclause 5.3.1;

-
The cell is part of at least one TA that is not part of the list of "Forbidden Tracking Areas" TS 22.261 [12], which belongs to a PLMN that fulfils the first bullet above.

barred cell:

A cell is barred if it is so indicated in the system information TS 38.331 [3].
reserved cell:

A cell is reserved if it is so indicated in system information TS 38.331 [3].

Following exception to these definitions are applicable for UEs:

-
if a UE has an ongoing emergency call, all acceptable cells of that PLMN are treated as suitable for the duration of the emergency call.

[TS 38.304, clause 5.2.1]

UE shall perform measurements for cell selection and reselection purposes as specified in TS 38.133 [8].

The NAS can control the RAT(s) in which the cell selection should be performed, for instance by indicating RAT(s) associated with the selected PLMN, and by maintaining a list of forbidden registration area(s) and a list of equivalent PLMNs. The UE shall select a suitable cell based on RRC_IDLE or RRC_INACTIVE state measurements and cell selection criteria.

In order to expedite the cell selection process, stored information for several RATs, if available, may be used by the UE.

When camped on a cell, the UE shall regularly search for a better cell according to the cell reselection criteria. If a better cell is found, that cell is selected. The change of cell may imply a change of RAT. Details on performance requirements for cell reselection can be found in TS 38.133 [8].

The NAS is informed if the cell selection and reselection result in changes in the received system information relevant for NAS.

For normal service, the UE shall camp on a suitable cell, monitor control channel(s) of that cell so that the UE can:

-
receive system information from the PLMN; and

-
receive registration area information from the PLMN, e.g., tracking area information; and

-
receive other AS and NAS Information; and

-
if registered:

-
receive paging and notification messages from the PLMN; and

-
initiate transfer to Connected mode.

For cell selection in multi-beam operations, measurement quantity of a cell is up to UE implementation.

For cell reselection in multi-beam operations, using a maximum number (nrofSS-BlocksToAverage) of beams to be considered and a threshold (absThreshSS-BlocksConsolidation) which are configured for a cell, the measurement quantity of this cell is derived amongst the beams corresponding to the same cell based on SS/PBCH block as follows:

-
if the highest beam measurement quantity value is below the threshold:

-
derive a cell measurement quantity as the highest beam measurement quantity value, where each beam measurement quantity is described in TS 38.215 [11].

-
else:

-
derive a cell measurement quantity as the linear average of the power values of up to the maximum number of highest beam measurement quantity values above the threshold.

[TS 38.304, clause 5.2.3.1]

Cell selection is performed by one of the following two procedures:

a)
Initial cell selection (no prior knowledge of which RF channels are NR frequencies):

1.
The UE shall scan all RF channels in the NR bands according to its capabilities to find a suitable cell.

2.
On each frequency, the UE need only search for the strongest cell.

3.
Once a suitable cell is found, this cell shall be selected.

b)
Cell selection by leveraging stored information:

1.
This procedure requires stored information of frequencies and optionally also information on cell parameters from previously received measurement control information elements or from previously detected cells.

2.
Once the UE has found a suitable cell, the UE shall select it.

3.
If no suitable cell is found, the initial cell selection procedure in a) shall be started.

NOTE:
Priorities between different frequencies or RATs provided to the UE by system information or dedicated signalling are not used in the cell selection process.
[TS 38.304, clause 5.2.3.2]

The cell selection criterion S is fulfilled when:

	Srxlev > 0  AND  Squal > 0


where:
	Srxlev = Qrxlevmeas – (Qrxlevmin + Qrxlevminoffset )– Pcompensation - Qoffsettemp
Squal = Qqualmeas – (Qqualmin + Qqualminoffset) - Qoffsettemp


where:

	Srxlev
	Cell selection RX level value (dB)

	Squal
	Cell selection quality value (dB)

	Qoffsettemp
	Offset temporarily applied to a cell as specified in TS 38.331 [3] (dB)

	Qrxlevmeas
	Measured cell RX level value (RSRP)

	Qqualmeas
	Measured cell quality value (RSRQ)

	Qrxlevmin
	Minimum required RX level in the cell (dBm). If the UE supports SUL frequency for this cell, Qrxlevmin is obtained from RxLevMinSUL, if present, in SIB1, SIB2 and SIB4, additionally, if QrxlevminoffsetcellSUL is present in SIB3 and SIB4 for the concerned cell, this cell specific offset is added to the corresponding Qrxlevmin to achieve the required minimum RX level in the concerned cell; 

else Qrxlevmin is obtained from q-RxLevMin in SIB1 SIB1, SIB2 and SIB4, additionally, if Qrxlevminoffsetcell is present in SIB3 and SIB4 for the concerned cell, this cell specific offset is added to the corresponding Qrxlevmin to achieve the required minimum RX level in the concerned cell.

	Qqualmin
	Minimum required quality level in the cell (dB). Additionally, if Qqualminoffsetcell is signalled for the concerned cell, this cell specific offset is added to achieve the required minimum quality level in the concerned cell.

	Qrxlevminoffset
	Offset to the signalled Qrxlevmin taken into account in the Srxlev evaluation as a result of a periodic search for a higher priority PLMN while camped normally in a VPLMN 3GPP TS 23.122 [9]

	Qqualminoffset
	Offset to the signalled Qqualmin taken into account in the Squal evaluation as a result of a periodic search for a higher priority PLMN while camped normally in a VPLMN 3GPP TS 23.122 [9]

	Pcompensation 
	If the UE supports the additionalPmax in the NS-PmaxList, if present, in SIB1, SIB2 and SIB4:

max(PEMAX1 –PPowerClass, 0) – (min(PEMAX2, PPowerClass) – min(PEMAX1, PPowerClass)) (dB);

else:

max(PEMAX1 –PPowerClass, 0) (dB)

	PEMAX1, PEMAX2
	Maximum TX power level of a UE may use when transmitting on the uplink in the cell (dBm) defined as PEMAX in TS 38.101 [15]. PEMAX1 and PEMAX2 are obtained from the p-Max and NS-PmaxList respectively in SIB1, SIB2 and SIB4 as specified in TS 38.331 [3]. 

	PPowerClass
	Maximum RF output power of the UE (dBm) according to the UE power class as defined in TS 38.101 [15]


The signalled values Qrxlevminoffset and Qqualminoffset are only applied when a cell is evaluated for cell selection as a result of a periodic search for a higher priority PLMN while camped normally in a VPLMN (3GPP TS 23.122 [9]). During this periodic search for higher priority PLMN, the UE may check the S criteria of a cell using parameter values stored from a different cell of this higher priority PLMN.

6.1.2.2.3
Test description
6.1.2.2.3.1
Pre-test conditions

System Simulator:

-
NR Cell 1

UE:

-
None.

Preamble:

-
The UE is in state Switched OFF according to TS 38.508-1[4].

6.1.2.2.3.2
Test procedure sequence

Table 6.1.2.2.3.2-1 illustrates the downlink power levels and other changing parameters to be applied for the cell at various time instants of the test execution. The exact instants on which these values shall be applied are described in the texts in this clause. Configurations marked "T1" and "T2" are applied at the points indicated in the Main behaviour description in Table 6.1.2.2.3.2-2.

Table 6.1.2.2.3.2-1: Time instances of cell power level and parameter changes
	
	Parameter
	Unit
	NR Cell 1
	Remark

	T1
	SS/PBCH

SSS EPRE
	dBm/SCS
	-95
	The power level value is such to satisfy SrxlevNRCell1 > 0 and SqualNRCell1< 0 but the UE is able to read the PLMN identity

	
	RSRQ
	dB
	-32
	

	
	Noc
	dBm/SCS
	-75
	

	
	Qrxlevmin
	dBm
	-106
	(default value in TS 38.508-1 Table 4.6.1-5)

	
	Qrxlevminoffset
	dB
	0
	

	
	Qqualmin
	dB
	-18
	

	
	Qqualminoffset
	dB
	0
	

	
	Pcompensation
	dB
	0
	

	T2
	SS/PBCH

SSS EPRE
	dBm/SCS
	-65
	The power level is such that SrxlevNRCell1 > 0 and SqualNRCell1 > 0

	
	RSRQ
	dB
	-5
	

	
	Noc
	dBm/SCS
	-75
	

	Note:
The downlink signal level uncertainty is specified in TS 38.508-1 [4] section 6.2.2.1


Table 6.1.2.2.3.2-2: Main behaviour

	St
	Procedure
	Message Sequence
	TP
	Verdict

	
	
	U - S
	Message
	
	

	1
	SS re-adjusts the SSS EPRE level of NR Cell 1 according to row "T1" in table 6.1.2.2.3.2-1.
	-
	-
	-
	-

	2
	Wait for 1.1* modification period to allow the new system information to take effect.
	-
	-
	-
	-

	3
	The UE is switched on.
	-
	-
	-
	-

	4
	Check: Does the UE send an RRCSetupRequest on NR Cell 1 within the next 60 s?
	-->
	RRCSetupRequest
	1
	F

	5
	SS re-adjusts the SSS EPRE level of Cell 1 level according to row "T2" in table 6.1.2.2.3.2-1.
	-
	-
	-
	-

	6
	Check: Does the UE send an RRCSetupRequest on Cell 1?
	-->
	RRCSetupRequest
	2
	P

	7-19
	Steps 3 to 15 of the registration procedure described in TS 38.508-1 [4] Table 4.5.2.2-2 are performed on NR Cell 1.

NOTE: The UE performs registration and the RRC connection is released.
	-
	-
	-
	-


6.1.2.2.3.3
Specific message contents

Table 6.1.2.2.3.3-1: SIB1 for NR Cell 1 (all steps)
	 Derivation Path: TS 38.508-1 [4], Table 4.6.1-5

	Information Element
	Value/remark
	Comment
	Condition

	SIB1 ::= SEQUENCE {
	
	
	

	  cellSelectionInfo SEQUENCE {
	
	
	

	    q-QualMin
	-20
	-20dB
	

	    q-QualMinOffset
	Not present
	
	

	  }
	
	
	

	}
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