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1
Introduction

The stage 2 description of E-UTRA and E-UTRAN features in 3GPP TS 36.300 [1] specifies that a UE indicating in the UE Capability Information message to be compliant with 3GPP Release version X must support the complete ASN.1 set and all mandatory features defined for this 3GPP Release X.

However, based on Network Operator requirements, UE manufacturers may decide to implement on a 3GPP Release X-1 basis only selected features of the next higher 3GPP Release version without completely upgrading the device to support 3GPP Release X baseline. 
Currently, it is unclear how such partly baseline upgrade should be handled in the UE capability declaration check test case in TS 36.523-1.
2
Discussion
The prose specification of EUTRA RRC test case 8.5.4.1 currently assumes that the OTA indicated UE capabilities are checked against the highest declared 3GPP Release version. 
Under which condition and to what extent a 3GPP Release X-1 compliant UE shall be checked, which selectively supports capabilities of the next higher 3GPP Release version X, is undefined and was therefore not considered. 

As a consequence, such UEs with implemented features higher than the declared 3GPP Release got FAILed when running against TC 8.5.4.1. This triggered discussion on how to deal with such UEs.  

Proposal: 
Any ASN.1 feature of 3GPP Release versions higher than X may be supported by a UE and reported in the UE capability information. Such information will be tolerated, but not checked.

3
Conclusion
TS 36.523-1 needs to be updated to prevent UEs, supporting selected features of the next higher 3GPP Release, from being unfairly FAILed in EUTRA RRC test case 8.5.4.1. A possible solution is presented with R5-150343 for discussion and agreement at RAN5 #66. 
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