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Introduction
RAN5 PRD 13 details the RAN5 internal requirements in regard to specifying, in prose, conformance Test Cases (TCs) for LTE/SAE Protocol TCs (the impact on RF/RRM TCs is limited mainly to content specified in TS 36.508). The PRD 13 requirements have been, and still are, the basis for specifying the content of TS 36.508 and 36.523 series and all RAN5 members involved in drafting CRs to any of these specs are encouraged to read it at least once and to follow it.
The latest version of PRD 13 can be found here
ftp://ftp.3gpp.org/tsg_ran/WG5_Test_ex-T1/PRD/
Among others, PRD 13 also provides a tool to assist in the process of specifying messages and IEs content.

The E-UTRA message contents in the E-UTRA/EPC test specifications are based on the ASN.1 format used by E-UTRA RRC core specification (TS 36.331) which differs to the tabular format used by RAN5 for its specs. The tool provided in PRD3 facilitates the conversion of ASN.1 definitions in the RAN5 tabular format.

The tool and its usage are described in PRD 13 section 7.2; the tool itself is contained in the ASN1_to_tabular_macro_ver30.doc which is included in the PRD 13 zip archive (Note that the version may defer) as a MS Word Macro (coded in VBA).
The tool was developed in 2008 and since it has not been updated. The ASN.1 definitions in mean time have introduced new concept notations which the tool does not handle nicely e.g. content grouping, splitting definitions when an element's name is too long, multiple instances of the same element definition depending on Release provided one after another in the same ASN.1 table, etc.
The Present CR provides:

-
Update of the tool
(ASN1_to_tabular_macro_ver30.doc)
-
Update of the relevant text information in section 7.2
(RAN5_PRD13v83_EPS_TC_prose_specification_requirements.doc)

-
Clarification that rules for MS Word 2007 are applicable for "2007 and later" - this may need change in the future if new versions make a difference
(ASN1_to_tabular_macro_ver30.doc and RAN5_PRD13v83_EPS_TC_prose_specification_requirements.doc)
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