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1. Overall Description:

3GPP RAN5 discussed a 3GPP RAN4 agreement to extend the release independency concept [1] that has been previously used in each operating band only in chapters 5 and 6, in TS 36.521-1. The new agreement extends the use of TS 36.307 “Requirements on User Equipments (UEs) Supporting a release-independent frequency band” [2] to Chapter 8 Demodulation Performance test cases and Chapter 9 Reporting of Channel State Information, in TS 36.521-1. This applies for Carrier Aggregation test cases but not for single carrier test cases.
This, effectively, means that any CA test or test point in these sections for Intra-band Contiguous and Inter-band CA shall be considered release independent from Rel-10 and Intra-band Non-contiguous CA from Rel-11. 
To Intra-band contiguous and Inter-band test cases, which are used in existing certification work items, this means two types of changes:

1) New test points to existing Rel-10 test cases

2) New test cases to Rel-10, which have previously been applicable in Rel-11 or in Rel-12.

So far, RAN5 has made the following changes, which may require re-validation work and/or addition of new TCs to existing CA work items depending on the CA configuration:

Addition of new test points in Rel-10 test cases
8.2.1.3.1_A.1
FDD PDSCH Open Loop Spatial Multiplexing 2x2 for CA (intra-band contiguous DL CA)
8.2.1.3.1_A.2
FDD PDSCH Open Loop Spatial Multiplexing 2x2 for CA (inter-band DL CA)
8.7.1.1_A.2
FDD Sustained data rate performance for CA (inter band DL CA)
New test cases to Rel-10

8.2.1.3.1A_A.2
FDD PDSCH Soft buffer management test (inter-band DL CA)
8.2.2.3.1A_A.2
TDD PDSCH Soft buffer management test (Inter-band DL CA)
RAN5 is working on completing changes in regard to this release independency and discussing on further changes on test selection in Demodulation Performance and CSI test cases, of which GCF CAG and PTCRB PVG can expect further information in the following meetings. 
2. Actions:

3GPP RAN5 kindly asks to take the information into account in GCF WI and PTCRB RFT maintenance work.
3. Date of Next 3GPP TSG-RAN WG5 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG5 Meeting #66
9 - 13 Feb 2015
Athens, Greece
TSG-RAN WG5 Meeting #67
25 - 29 May 2015
TBD, Japan
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