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1. Overall Description:

RAN5 thanks TSG RAN for the LS on Rel-9 FGI bits. This consultative approach is particularly helpful as it allows RAN5 to prepare the updating of its specifications in a timely manner and also notify certification bodies in advance. Accordingly, at RAN5#58, RAN5 discussed the possible impact of the expected outcome of RAN#59. Consequently, CRs were agreed to correct the previously missing test coverage for those features related to the FGI bits under discussion in RAN.
It should be noted that the RAN5 test cases are written in accordance with the current core specifications i.e. the updated versions coming after RAN#58. However, RAN5 is on standby to react to the outcomes of TSG RAN#59 and will develop CRs for approval at RAN#60 as required. In addition RAN5 is informing the certification bodies of these developments.
Test cases covering the features – SRVCC to UTRAN (FGI bit 27) and TTI Bundling (FGI bit 28) are already included in the scope of Rel-8 E-UTRA certification by the certification bodies. So any decision to mandate these FGI bits by RAN could make these tests mandatory for certification of a Rel-9 E-UTRA device, if the certification bodies decide to follow through on RAN core and test specifications updates.
At this time it is also apposite to point out that although RAN5 does have a close relationship with the device certification bodies, it is not in a position to determine which tests or version of tests will be used or indeed how much “delay in the implementation of the CR should be applied to facilitate successful certification of terminals/terminal platforms currently in development after the decision on the bits is taken in RAN”; this is very much a market led decision.  

2. Actions:

To TSG RAN

ACTION: 
There is no specific action at this time other than to ask that a similar informative approach is taken by TSG RAN that relates to the mandating of other FGI bits.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG5 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG5 #59

20 – 24 May 13
Fukuoka, Japan

TSG RAN WG5 #60

05 – 09 Aug 13
Porto, Portugal

