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Discussion and Decision
1. Introduction
RAN has kindly sent an LS[1] to RAN5 to inform RAN5 that at RAN#58 it has discussed Rel-9 FGI bit handling proposals.
The LS informs RAN5 that RAN#58 has endorsed Rel-9 CRs, which mandate FGI bits 14, 27 and 28 to be set true.

RAN established that there is no test case coverage for FGI bits 14 and 28.

RAN actions to RAN5:

1.
“investigate how the RAN5 testing could accommodate the delay expected between the setting of the bits to 1 (true) in 36.331 and applying the update to the UEs.”

2.
 “consider development of the missing test cases.“
2. Discussion
In general it may take some time for a UE to successfully implement a feature even after validation has become available because changes may be needed at the platform level. Therefore we would expect a period of about 12 months from the time when a feature is agreed to be open for validation, defined by RAN setting the relevant FGI bit to true, to the point in time where it is reasonable to assume all products should be in a position to operate and be approved for that feature. Appropriate mechanisms could include specifying a delayed applicability date in the conformance requirements 36.523 or having the UE declare a specific version of the FGI bits for which it is compliant.
As RAN has established there is no conformance test case coverage for FGI bit 14 and limited tests for FGI bit 28 .
The normal procedure for feature testing is that conformance test coverage is provided after the feature specification and that takes in average 12 to 18 months. This delay will also have to be considered when choosing how best to accommodate the delay in applying the update for UE testing.
The above timelines should be observed when mandating support for FGI bits without conformance test coverage.
3. Proposal
It is proposed that in the reply LS to RAN:
1. RAN5 requests RAN to coordinate with RAN5 before mandating an FGI bit support.
2. RAN5 requests RAN that enough time is given before an FGI bit is mandated so RAN5 can provide adequate test coverage.

3. RAN5 highlights to RAN the usual timelines and delays involved in feature activation and requests RAN.
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