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Discussion and Decision
1. Introduction
A work has been started in RAN5 to convert test case applicability related tables to machine readable format.

The latest proposal is to use XML format as a machine readable format.
2. Issues

Issues with the current DOC based solution:

1.  lack of traceability of the PICS changes: 

a) it is not clear which CR related to which test case introduced a particular PICS

b) hard to track what test cases will be affected by a PICS change.

2.  lack of consistency in the whole document and between documents (34.123-2,34.121-2, 36.523-2, 3.523-2 and 51.010-2 ):

a) there are quite a few unused PICS or conditions. 

b) the same PICS are included in several xx.xxx-2 documents sometimes with different names

c) it is not possible to easily search which test cases are impacted by a certain PICS statement

3. lack of error checking when applicability expressions are introduced or updated

a) the applicability expression should be parsed to make sure that it is syntactically correct

b) the applicability expression should not reference 

4. lack of adequate support for IMS test case applicability calculations:

a) better support for profile tracking is required

b) better support for PICS status (m/o/condition) and PICS status condition formula is needed
3. Supporting the RAN5 CR handling process

1. The tool should be able to facilitate the RAN5 CR handling process
2. The tool should ensure data consistency there should be a one stop process to generate a CR to the PICS documents

4. Discussion
When converting the current test case applicabilities, conditions and PICS tables into XML format this could be used as an opportunity not just to document but to also improve the current solution.

It would benefit the whole industry if the solution found by RAN5 should be flexible enough that possibly other test specification producing organisations (3GPP/CT6, OMA/OMA IOP etc.) will be able to adopt it.
Additionally the tool should be able to support producing RAN5 CRs with revision marks ensuring data consistency throughout the process.
5. Proposal
1. The issues listed are addressed by the chosen solution

2. RAN5 leadership investigates the CR process before a new tool is introduced and specifies more requirements

3. RAN5 considers merging off all xx.xxx-2 documents

4. RAN5 encourages other SDOs and 3GPP test groups to adopt the solution and takes this option into consideration when agreeing a solution

5. The information listed in [1] is included into the XML document
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