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Introduction

At RAN5#46 in San Francisco Samsung submitted a CR R5-100739 which raised the issue of

inconsistency as how the ATTACH procedure is described after a successful ATTACH has been received. In most of the cases the complete ATTACH procedure has been described however in a number of cases after the ATTACH REQUEST has been handled a reference to procedure in 36.508 has been made or indicative text has been included, in different ways, to say that the procedure shall be completed. The latter is inconsistent and provide room for interpretation by the TTCN author
and suggested that complete successful ATTACH procedure shall be described in all those cases.

After a discussion RAN5#46 agreed that in order to shorten the test case running time ATTACH REJECT shall be used to complete the procedure and an action was assigned to Samsung AP#46.04 to

Update prose to implement meeting decision to use Attach Reject procedure as postamble sequence to bring the UE to a stable state.
Since then, after an examination of the TCs concerned, we believe we have identified issues with the taken decision which the present discussion paper aims at addressing.
Problem

Most of the TCs concerned verify the following general scenario:

(1) events take place earlier in the TC body which require that the USIM shall be considered as invalid until switching off (and certain parameters in the USIM needs to be deleted/reset)

(2) The UE is switched off and on

(3) ATTACH REQUEST sent by the UE is verified (with a verdict)

The problem of responding to (3) with an ATTACH REJECT is in the fact that by doing so we do not verify if, after the USIM has been considered as invalid and certain parameters in the USIM have been deleted/reset, the UE is able to re-start operation successfully. It is well possible for example that even if the UE sends a correct ATTACH REQUEST message it is incapable to handle authentication and/or ciphering as a consequence of the deletion/reset of relevant parameters in the USIM.
By terminating the TC with an ATTACH REJECT followed by a switch-off such problems will remain hidden. And, even if they might manifest during the preamble of a TC that is run after, they will result in Inconclusive and not in a Fail verdict which in turn will most likely result in the test operator resetting everything and restarting the TC with the Inconclusive verdict which of course, after the reset, will not have anymore problems.
Proposal
In the view of the described above problem it is proposed to revert the RAN5#46 decision and agree on principle the original proposal namely a successful ATTACH procedure to be fully described in all those cases.

Furthermore, if the above proposal is agreed it is suggested to close AP#46.04 and create a new AP reflecting the decision.
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