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1. Overall Description:

This liaison statement provides a short update on the progress of LTE related signalling protocol test case development in RAN5. The situation currently is that there are more than 130 prose test cases (100%) completed and around 100 that are near completion (i.e. 80%+). These figures are only indicative as the complete analysis, based on the work at this week’s (RAN5#43bis) meeting is not yet complete. On the TTCN front, there are 113 test cases that are currently in the pre-verification stage. Although none of these have been verified it is estimated that RAN5 will see the first verified test cases in late summer by one or more test verification teams. It should be noted that test cases will only be verified against the Mar 09 Rel 8 baseline.
In terms of its strategy, RAN5 Signalling Group is focussing on the GCF P1 & P2 test cases, therefore it is particularly important that these priority lists are stabilised as much as and as soon as possible to ensure optimum use of limited resources, both in terms of RAN5 meeting time and TTCN development.
The target is to provide sufficient verified test cases by August/September 2010 to enable at least one test platform to meet the GCF certification criteria for one or more regions in terms of GCF validated test cases, in early November 2010. Assuming normal GCF TPAC limits of 80%, the target is extremely challenging partly because of external factors i.e. beyond the control of RAN5 and TF160. Such factors include shifting market requirements in terms of LTE functions to be tested, as well as pressure on the test industry to deliver both Rel 7 (W-CDMA related) and Rel 8 (LTE related) products within the same time frame, as well as the rate at which suitably mature (UE) devices are made available to verify the test cases.
As always, RAN5 will endeavour to meet the LTE/SAE targets set by GCF in particular and the industry as a whole and will continue to keep all parties updated on progress. Any feedback or assistance to help RAN5 in its task is appreciated.
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